
the gateway to environmental law

ECOLEX and the relevance of national and international 
legal instruments

www.ecolex.org



About (1)

• An information portal on  
environmental law operated 
by FAO, IUCN and UNEP

• It provides immediate 
access to comprehensive 
information on international 
environmental agreements, 
legislation, case law and 
doctrine

• It guides users in the overall 
analysis of environmental 
legislation



About (2)

• Since the Stockholm Declaration, 
an increasing number of 
international environmental 
agreements, laws, and court 
decisions have been produced.

• Information produced was 
difficult to access and 
fragmented. 

• Increasing requests from 
governments, academia, NGOs, 
civil society and indigenous 
communities to analyse 
environmental law.



History

• FAO, IUCN and UNEP sign an Agreement to 
establish ECOLEX in 2001.

• The information included in ECOLEX is based on:
– FAO (FAOLEX)

– IUCN (ELIS)

– UNEP (InforMEA)



Data sets

Five data sets including over 220 000 documents



Services (search)

• Search within specific areas 
including: air & atmosphere, 
energy, fisheries, forestry, 
sea, water, etc.

• Refine results according to a 
region or country and 
according to a time period.

• Accessible in English, French 
and Spanish.



Practical use (all results) 



Practical use (filter country) 



Practical use (filter laws) 



Practical use (example) 



Practical use (example) 



Practical use (example) 



Practical use (example) 



ECOLEX users

• Nearly 1,300,000 users
from 180 locations
worldwide

• Top ten countries:
o Philippines
o Peru
o Mexico
o India
o Kenya
o United States
o Ecuador
o Nigeria
o Malaysia
o Tanzania



ECOLEX in action

• Legal analysis

• Development and reform of 
laws

• Comparative studies

• Substantiate legal decisions

• Drafting transboundary 
environmental agreements

Drafting of a water agreement between Kenya and Uganda, 2019



THANK YOU!

visit www.ecolex.org


