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Inaugural IUCN Oceania Environmental Law Conference
IUCN Oceania Regional Office takes this opportunity 
to extend its thanks to the donors, partners and official 
supporters of the Inaugural IUCN Oceania Environmental 
Law Conference:  

Donors: The US Embassy in Fiji, UN 
Environment Programme (UNEP) 
Asia and the Pacific, World 
Commission on Environmental 
Law (WCEL), Pacific Islands 
Forum Secretariat through the 
11th European Development Fund 
Technical Cooperation and Capacity 
Building Facility.

Partners:		 UN Environment Programme 
(UNEP) Asia and the Pacific, World 
Commission on Environmental Law 
(WCEL).

Official Supporters: 	Pacific Network for Environmental 
Law (PaNEL), Asian Development 
Bank (ADB), Environmental 
Defenders Office, Solomon Islands 
Environmental Law Association, 
Vanuatu Environmental Law 
Association and Fiji Environmental 
Law Association.

The conference would not have been successful without the 
support and commitment of the following groups of people:

- The chief guests who opened the conference: Dr
Grethel Aguilar of IUCN; Hon. Dr Mahendra Reddy,
Minister for Agriculture, Waterways and Environment,
Fiji; Mr Arnold Kreilhuber of the UNEP Environmental
Law Programme; Mr Tony Greubel of the US Embassy in 
Fiji; Justice Antonio Benjamin of the World Commission
on Environmental Law (WCEL).

- Distinguished chairs, speakers and rapporteurs
for accepting IUCN’s invitation to perform the roles
they were invited to conduct at the conference. The
conference would not have been a success without
the calibre of the chairs and speakers and there would
be no report without the rapporteurs who diligently
conducted themselves and provided summaries of the
sessions to the Head Rapporteur.

- Staff of the environmental law associations of Vanuatu
and Solomon Islands, together with Gaylyn Puairana
and Virana Bogiri, who were instrumental in providing
support to the environmental law associations in the
success of the conference hubs in the respective
countries in the lead-up to and during the conference.

-	 Veivuke IT Solutions that provided IT support to the 
conference.

- The French interpreters for providing simultaneous
interpretation during the conference.

- The staff and volunteers of the IUCN Oceania Regional
Office who showed commitment and resilience in
planning and hosting the conference during a difficult
time for Fiji, the region and the world.

- Ms Emily Gaskin, Executive Officer of the IUCN
World Commission on Environmental Law who was 
instrumental in the success of the virtual platform 
chosen to stream the conference to participants and 
attendees from across the region and the world.

- Participants and attendees of the conference who,
despite the conference format, showed up each day
and provided valuable discussions and information
during the conference.

Environmental Law Roundtable Dialogue: The Future of 
Environmental Law in Oceania
IUCN Oceania Regional Office takes this opportunity to 
also extend its thanks to the IUCN World Commission on 
Environmental Law, its partner in hosting this session at the 
IUCN World Conservation Congress in Marseille, France 
on 8 September 2021 together with the distinguished 
speakers of the Roundtable Dialogue who joined the 
session both physically and virtually. Special thanks is 
extended to Professor Denise Antolini for identifying the 
Oceania Environmental Law Global Partnership as a way 
forward to successfully implement the key priority areas of 
the Conference Outcomes Statement.

Development of this publication
IUCN Oceania Regional Office extends its appreciation to the 
IUCN World Commission on Environmental Law for making 
this publication a reality through its financial assistance and 
to the following individuals for their respective roles in the 
production of this publication:

- Maria-Goreti Muavesi
- Patricia Parkinson
- Epeli Nakautoga
- Uraia Makulau
- Akanisi Nabalarua-Vakawaletabua
- Elena Rakoto
- Neehal Khatri

The journey to the conference was long but, in the end, 
fulfilling. We thank each of you that we might not have been 
able to name but you know who you are. We appreciate 
you and look forward to working with you in the near future 
to continue to advocate the advancement of environmental 
law in the region.
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