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This is an introduction to the IUCN WCPA Tourism and Protected Areas Specialist Group, or TAPAS Group



Our vision

We advocate for a future where tourism:
• Enhances the conservation integrity of protected area 

systems 
• Improves human well-being
• Provides accessible, inspiring, safe and educational 

opportunities 
• Environmentally, socio-cultural and economically 

sustainable experiences.



Who we are

IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas 
(WCPA) Specialist Group

Voluntary technical network 
Specialists on tourism and protected areas and 

areas of particular importance to biodiversity
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The Tourism and Protected Areas Specialist Group (TAPAS Group) is one of several voluntary groups convened under the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) World Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA),

It is a network of over 500 volunteers committed to promoting sustainable tourism in protected areas globally. 



What we do - knowledge
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We produce and disseminate knowledge on tourism in protected areas through the IUCN and our partners.

Our publications have included Journal special editions, and technical reports such as Best Practice Guidelines and guidance on Tourism concession and partnership guidelines



What we do – build capacity
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We build capacity, through workshops and webinars, on topics such as visitor impacts, overtourism, and other topical issues



What we do – network
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We also network among our members, and more broadly, to link and engage with others working in the field of tourism and protected areas. 

Sometimes online – such as through our google group mailing list and social media -  and sometimes face to face.

For example during the International Year of Sustainable Tourism, we co-organised an international conference on sustainable tourism in Small Island Developing States in the Seychelles. 



Our structure

Strategy and fundraising: Anna Spenceley (Chair)

Communities & Heritage: Sue Snyman (Vice chair)
Biodiversity: Yu-Fai Leung

Economics: Barbara Engels

Knowledge development: Megan Epler Wood
Capacity building: Thiago Souza

Membership: Sergey Shirokiy
Communication: Jeremy Sampson
IUCN focal point: Giulia Carbone
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The TAPAS Group is coordinated by a committed volunteer executive committee that supports members on issues of communities and heritage, biodiversity, and economics. 




Membership application: http://tinyurl.com/tapasmembership

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tourism-and-
Protected-Areas-Specialist-Group/122961127797095

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=4735342

Slideshare: http://www.slideshare.net/planeta/tapasgroup

Wiki: http://planeta.wikispaces.com/tapas

Google+: 
https://plus.google.com/u/0/117973343043881234019/posts

IUCN Website: 
http://www.iucn.org/about/work/programmes/gpap_home/gpap_c
apacity2/gpap_wcpacap/gpap_tourism/

Links
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Here are some of the online links you can use to find out more about the TAPAS Group, join, get involved and communicate with others.


http://tinyurl.com/tapasmembership
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tourism-and-Protected-Areas-Specialist-Group/122961127797095
https://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=4735342
http://www.slideshare.net/planeta/tapasgroup
http://planeta.wikispaces.com/tapas
https://plus.google.com/u/0/117973343043881234019/posts
http://www.iucn.org/about/work/programmes/gpap_home/gpap_capacity2/gpap_wcpacap/gpap_tourism/
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