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The IUCN Species Survival Commission (SSC)

The IUCN Species Survival Commission
(SSC) is a science-based network of thou-
sands of volunteer experts from almost
every country of the world, all working
together toward achieving the vision of “a
just world that values and conserves nature
through positive action to both prevent the
loss and aid recovery of the diversity of life
on earth.”

Members of SSC belong to one or more

of near 200 Specialist Groups, Red List
Authorities, Action Partnerships, Task
Forces, and Conservation Committees that
make up the Network, each focusing on a
taxonomic group (plants, fungi, mammals,
birds, reptiles, amphibians, fishes, and
invertebrates), national species, or a disci-
plinary issue, such as sustainable use and
livelihoods, translocation of species, wildlife
health, climate change, and conservation
planning.

Framed by the Species Conservation Cycle,
SSC’s major role is to provide information to
IUCN on biodiversity conservation, the inher-
ent value of species, their role in ecosystem
health and functioning, the provision of eco-
system services, and their support to human
livelihoods. This information is fed into the
IUCN Red List of Threatened Species.

2021-2025 Species Strategic Plan

The IUCN Species Strategic Plan encom-
passes the joint work of the IUCN Species
Survival Commission and a number of part-
nerships to achieve more than 2,700 targets
proposed by the Network during the 2021-
2025 quadrennium.

To accomplish those targets, the Species
Conservation Cycle was established, which
is the conceptual framework for the Network
activities. The Species Conservation Cycle’s
main purpose is to guide efforts for valuing
and conserving biodiversity through three
essential components that are linked to
each other:

ASSESS: Understand and inform the world
about the status and trends of biodiversity.
PLAN: Develop collaborative, inclusive and
science-based conservation strategies,
plans and policies.

ACT: Convene and mobilise conservation
actions to improve the status of biodiversity.

Their implementation requires two transver-
sal components:

NETWORK: Enhance and support our imme-
diate network and alliances to achieve our
biodiversity targets.

COMMUNICATE: Drive strategic and targeted
communications to enhance our conserva-
tion impact.

SSC Species Report

Annual progress in the implementation of
the 2021-2025 Species Strategic Plan is
documented in the SSC Species Report,
which consists of a comprehensive descrip-
tion and analysis of the activities and results
generated by the members of the SSC
Network each year. Each SSC Group contrib-
utes to this document by providing a yearly
summarised description of their achieve-
ments, which is presented in stand-alone
reports.



Structure of the IUCN SSC Stand-alone Report

Stand-alone reports summarize the activ-
ities conducted and results generated by
each group member of the SSC. Following, is
the structure of the stand-alone report and
the contents under each session.

Title of the SSC Group

Photograph(s) of the Chair / Co-Chairs

Group information

Includes names of Chair / Co-Chairs, Vice-
Chairs, Deputy Chairs, Red List Authority
Coordinators and Program Officers, their
institutional affiliations, number of members
and social networks currently active.

Logo of the SSC Group

Mission statement
Includes the mission of the group.

Projected impact for the 2021-2025
quadrennium

Includes the description of the impact on
species conservation resulting from the
implementation of the targets formulated by
the group for the 2021-2025 quadrennium.

Targets for the 2021-2025 quadrennium
Includes the targets planned by the SSC
Group for the 2021-2025 quadrennium
ordered alphabetically by component of the
Species Conservation Cycle. Each target is
labeled with a numerical code (e.g., T-001,
T-012) that identifies it in the SSC DATA
database and its status for the reported
year is indicated (Not initiated, On track or
Achieved).

Activities and results

Includes the targets for which activities
were conducted and results were gener-
ated during the reported year, ordered
alphabetically, first by component of the
Species Conservation Cycle, and second by
Activity Category. Description of activities
and results includes the indicator that best
describes progress, its associated quan-
titative or qualitative result, and the narra-
tive description of the activity conducted
or result obtained. Each activity or result
reported is linked to the Key Species
Result to which it is mainly associated
(e.g., KSR#1, KSR#5).

Acknowledgements

Includes the acknowledgements to funding
agencies, partners, and persons who con-
tributed to the progress of the targets of
the group.

Summary of achievements

Summarises information of the group’s stra-
tegic plan for the quadrennium and progress
achieved implementing targets for all the
components of the Species Conservation
Cycle during the reported year.
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Mission statement

(1) To contribute to the mission and goals of
IUCN SSC.

(2) To ensure the maintenance or recov-

ery of populations of threatened Bat
populations.

(3) To ensure that other Bat species remain
at a favourable conservation status.

Projected impact 2021-2025
Not stated yet.

Targets 2021-2025

ASSESS

T-006 Trade in Bat Species Working Group
(TBS WG): gather data to support applica-
tion to CITES for two distinctive ‘souvenir’
species.

Status: On track

T-009 Conduct Red List Assessments

of Old World Bats.

Status: On track

RED LIST AUTHORITY NUMBER OF MEMBERS
COORDINATORS 75
Dave Waldien

(Old World)

Christopher Newport
University, Newport

News, Virginia, US

Sergio Solari

(New World)

Instituto de Biologia,
Universidad de Antio

quia, Medellin,

Colombia

T-010 Conduct Red List Assessments
of New World Bats.
Status: On track

PLAN

T-002 Human Dimensions of Bat
Conservation Working Group (HDBC WG):
develop strategies to manage human atti-
tudes and behaviours towards Bats in the
post-COVID-19 era.

Status: On track

T-004 Bats and One Health Working Group
(OH WG): provide advice to the research and
conservation community about safe prac-
tices for Bat research and the role of Bats
in emerging infectious diseases.

Status: On track

ACT

T-007 Trade in Bat Species Working Group
(TBS WG): work with CITES representatives
to submit applications for two distinctive
species.

Status: Not initiated

SOCIAL MEDIA AND WEBSITE
Facebook: @IUCNBatSpecialistGroup
Website: https://www.iucnbsg.org

NETWORK

T-001 Establish a Human Dimensions of Bat
Conservation Working Group (HDBC WG).
Status: Achieved

T-003 Establish a Bats and One Health
Working Group (OH WG).
Status: Achieved

T-005 Establish a Trade in Bat Species

Working Group (TBS WG).
Status: On track

T-008 Develop an online Red List assess-
ment training pipeline specific to Bats.
Status: On track

Activities and results 2022
NETWORK

Capacity building

T-008 Develop an online Red List assess-

ment training pipeline specific to Bats.
(KSR 2)

Number of people trained in assessment
tools: 13
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Full recommendations @ https://tinyurl.com/AMP4bats

Preventing human-to-bat transmission of SARS-CoV-2

Mitigation Strategies
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Adopt good field hygiene:
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follow disinfection
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‘“-‘\’ This work by the IUCN SSC Bat Specialist Group is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 4.0.
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Preventing human-to-bat transmission of SARS-CoV-2

Mitigation Strategies

Minimize -

Plan routes to avoid bat
passing bats is unavoidable

aggregations, wear mask if
Assess

The level of risk the trip
poses to bats, avoid caving
if you have been exposed
or have symptoms

Protect

Adopt best caving practices, .

wear masks if passing bats,
avoid crowding, clean and g"

disinfect equipment

Exposure Risk

Contact exposure

Bats coming into contact
with contaminated hands
or equipment

‘Aerosol exposure
Infectious droplets from
handler holding bats in
close proximity

Environmental exposure
Sharing enclosed, poorly
. ventilated spaces with bats,
t8 where virus may persist in
the air or on surface
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Preventing human-to-bat transmission of SARS-CoV-2
for bat rehabilitation

Mitigation Strategies

Minimize direct contact with

bats by keeping handling to a
minimum, use face masks,
gloves, and closed containers

for transportation

Assess the risk you may pose
of exposing bats to SARS-CoV-2
and avoid contact with bats if
you have or suspect you have
COVID-19 or have been exposed
to someone with or suspected to
have COVID-19

Protect bats by modifying

collection, rehabilitation
and release practices to —

reduce exposure to

Complete recommendations @ https:/tinyurl com/maparehab
This work by the IUCN SSC Bat Specialist Group is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 E

SARS-CoV-2

Preventing human-to-bat transmission
of SARS-CoV-2 infographic for bat
rehabilitation

Photo: BSG One Health Working Group

Preventing human-to-bat transmission
of SARS-CoV-2 AMP infographic for
researchers

Photo: BSG One Health Working Group

Preventing human-to-bat transmission
of SARS-CoV-2 infographic for cavers
Photo: BSG One Health Working Group

Result description: In 2022, our training
was integrated into university classes
where students were trained to complete
assessments. We also held an in-person
training at the International Bat Research
Conference (Austin, Texas, US) in August
2022 and a virtual training workshop

in December 2022 at the Biodiversity
Conservation Society of the Philippines.

Summary of achievements
Total number of targets 2021-2025: 10

Geographic regions: 10 Global
Actions during 2022:
Network: 1 (KSR 2)

Overall achievement 2021-2025:

1 (10%) 7 (70%) 2 (20%)

Not initiated M Ontrack M Achieved



