
 

 

 

 

Reinforcing Commitments to Nature and Communities:  
Options to include Biodiversity in the future Global Plastics Treaty 

Key points: 

● Legal and regulatory measures to combat plastic pollution must address the triple planetary crisis of 
biodiversity loss, plastic pollution and climate change together.  

● Greenhouse gases are released at every stage of the plastic life cycle, from extraction to production, trade, 
use, recycling and end-of-life phases. Each of these phases must be addressed by and included in the 
international legally binding instrument on plastic pollution, including the marine environment (ILBI). 

● Biodiversity loss is accelerating at an alarming rate. Exposure to plastic pollution in all forms (including micro- 
and nano-plastics) has severely impacted the health and resilience of all ecosystems, including water, soil, 
(wet)land, protected areas, ocean as well as over 2000 species1, emphasising the need for the future ILBI to 
include multiple, specific provisions relating to biodiversity. Plastic pollution significantly reduces ecosystem 
resilience to climate change and ability to benefit from disaster risk reduction as well as amplifying all aspects 
of the triple planetary crisis. 

● Communities in the Global South and SIDS are disproportionately impacted by the effects of plastic pollution. 
● Aligning the ILBI and existing multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs) will promote convergence and 

coherence in international legal frameworks and better governance to address biodiversity loss, climate 
change impacts, pollution, food security and poverty. It would also advance the proposed international 
cooperation terms in the ILBI which have been critical points of discussion and convergence throughout the 
INC process. 

● Specific, biodiversity-focused language must be integrated in the ILBI to align with both the terms of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the associated 2022 Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity 
Framework (GBF), in order to protect people, ecosystems, species and the planet and achieve the overall 
objective of ending plastic pollution. 

● To facilitate future COP decisions and resulting implementation actions, an entry point for decisions or 
amendments is needed in the ILBI, for instance in the Preambular text, Scope, Objective, International 
Cooperation and/or other articles. Including biodiversity in the text agreed at INC-5 will ensure the ability of 
future COPs to effectively address the triple planetary crises, make linkages to existing obligations under other 
MEAs, and will allow for inclusion of related scientific advancements. 

 
Concerned at the absence of reference to biodiversity in the recent INC Chair’s Non-Paper 3, Fauna & Flora, IUCN 
and ZSL presents three options for entry points to integrate appropriate language in the ILBI:  

• Option 1. At a minimum, maintain specific language in articles to draw out biodiversity protection and 
community inclusion, and mainstream the term “Biodiversity” and/or “Ecosystems” across a number of 
relevant articles, based on the Compilation Text. This is important, as commonly the term “Environment” 
is not specific enough to acknowledge the scientifically established characteristics and interdependence 
of ecosystems and species that is reflected in the term “biodiversity.” Thus, the legal text would benefit of 
more clarity, by mentioning the term Biodiversity explicitly in order to ensure that the scope of the ILBI 
clearly includes biodiversity concerns and that future Conferences of the Parties (COP) are able to adapt 
implementation of the ILBI to address changes in the relationship between plastic pollution and 
biodiversity over time.  

• Option 2. Add specific biodiversity language in the “International Cooperation” Article to further strengthen 
coherence with other MEAs.  

• Option 3. Insert a dedicated, new article on “Biodiversity Aspects” that promotes implementation and 
compliance to advance nature positive approaches under international and national laws (and/or add 
specific language in the “Health Aspects Article”, embracing a holistic One Health approach).  

IUCN WCEL have conducted a legal analysis of the Chair’s Non-Paper, which can be accessed here. This includes, 
where relevant, textual options – based on the Compilation Document language – aimed at advancing ambition in 
the ILBI context and ensuring a clear nexus with critical topics such as biodiversity and circular economy solutions. 
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1 Tekman, M. B., Walther, B., Peter, C., Gutow, L., & Bergmann, M. (2022). Impacts of plastic pollution in the oceans on marine 
species, biodiversity and ecosystems (p.46). WWF Germany. 
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