
ENACT NbS 2024 Discussion Paper: 

Key Messages for UNCCD COP16

Nature-based Solutions (NbS) offer transformative approaches to achieving land degradation
neutrality (LDN) by addressing interlinked crises of land degradation, biodiversity loss, and
climate change. Their integration into national strategies enhances ecosystem resilience,
biodiversity conservation, and community well-being.

At an official side event at the Sixteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on
Biological Diversity (COP16), the ENACT Partnership launched its 2024 Nature-based Solutions
Discussion Paper. The Paper highlights the most recent scientific evidence on the effectiveness of NbS
actions and recommends clear, action-linked policy proposals to support NbS through and across the
Rio Conventions.

Core Principle:

Building on the paper’s key policy and action proposals, the following Core Principle and Strategic
Actions are crafted toward the UNCCD and COP16 negotiations.

Align NbS policies with national LDN targets, integrating measurable goals within National
Action Programs (NAPs) and sustainable land management (SLM) initiatives.

Scale up public and private investments in NbS, including innovative financing mechanisms
like payments for ecosystem services (PES) and blended finance.

Utilise the best, most relevant standards, such as the IUCN Global Standard for NbS, to
ensure high-integrity implementation and minimise unintended outcomes.

Overarching Strategic Actions:

Following from negotiations at CBD COP16 and UNFCCC COP29, the ENACT Partnership
highlights the following updated key messages for the UNCCD COP16 negotiations:

Engage Indigenous Peoples, local communities, women, and youth in planning and
implementing NbS, ensuring equitable benefit-sharing.

Strengthen capacities of civil society organisations to advocate and deliver NbS aligned with
LDN goals. 

Encourage private sector contributions to sustainable land management by offering incentives
and partnerships.

Stakeholder Engagement:

Promote Inclusive and Participatory Approaches through Stakeholder Engagement and

Human Rights and Gender Equality.

Adopt gender-responsive frameworks that promote equal access to and control over land
resources.

Continue and Enhance support to initiatives like the #HerLand campaign to spotlight women's
contributions to sustainable land management.

Human Rights and Gender Equality:

Enhance Ecosystem Resilience and Biodiversity through Priority Actions in key areas:

Integrate ecosystem-based approaches into agriculture, rangelands, and pastoral lands to
enhance biodiversity and soil health.
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Leverage Synergies Across Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) to Increase

Policy Coherence and Finance Mobilisation.

Promote joint action and reporting mechanisms across the Rio Conventions (UNCCD, CBD,
and UNFCCC) to achieve integrated outcomes for climate, biodiversity, and land restoration.

Harmonise NbS targets in NBSAPs, NDCs, and NAPs, ensuring consistent metrics for
success across these frameworks.

Policy Coherence:

Finance Mobilisation:

Unlock dedicated funding streams for NbS, emphasising investments in marginalised
communities and smallholder farmers who steward critical ecosystems.

Ensure NbS financing complements, rather than replaces, direct support for land restoration
and drought resilience.

Strengthen Governance and Knowledge Sharing by Creating Inclusive Platforms and

Capacity Building.

Capacity Building:

Invest in local and national institutions to implement NbS effectively, incorporating traditional
knowledge and modern science.

Enhance data collection, monitoring, and reporting systems to track NbS outcomes,
fostering accountability and adaptive management.

Inclusive Platforms:

Establish stakeholder councils at national and regional levels to institutionalise inclusive
NbS decision-making processes.

Provide technical and financial support for community-driven LDN initiatives, promoting local
ownership and sustainability.

Aligning efforts across the Rio Conventions is crucial for fostering an integrated approach at all levels of
governance. These conventions, while addressing distinct challenges, are interconnected in their
impact on enhancing biodiversity, creating climate resilience and fostering ecosystems integrity. By
harmonising their policies to meet joint targets across the conventions, countries can optimise resource
use, and avoid duplication of efforts, ultimately leading to more effective conservation, restoration and
climate change adaptation and mitigation measures.

Recognise and support Other Effective Area-Based Conservation Measures (OECMs) and
indigenous territories managed by pastoralists for their role in biodiversity conservation and
climate adaptation.

Foster synergies between biodiversity conservation, land restoration, and climate mitigation
goals, leveraging frameworks like the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework.


