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To accomplish those targets, the Species 
Conservation Cycle was established, which 
is the conceptual framework for the Network 
activities. The Species Conservation Cycle’s 
main purpose is to guide efforts for valuing 
and conserving biodiversity through three 
essential components that are linked to 
each other:

ASSESS: Understand and inform the world 
about the status and trends of biodiversity.

PLAN: Develop collaborative, inclusive and 
science-based conservation strategies, 
plans and policies.

ACT: Convene and mobilise conservation 
actions to improve the status of biodiversity.

Their implementation requires two trans-
versal components:

NETWORK: Enhance and support our imme-
diate network and alliances to achieve our 
biodiversity targets.

COMMUNICATE: Drive strategic and targeted 
communications to enhance our conserva-
tion impact.

The IUCN Species Survival Commission 
(SSC) is a science-based network of thou-
sands of volunteer experts from almost 
every country of the world, all working 
together toward achieving the vision of “a 
just world that values and conserves nature 
through positive action to both prevent the 
loss and aid recovery of the diversity of life 
on earth.” 

Members of SSC belong to one or more 
of near 200 Specialist Groups, Red List 
Authorities, Action Partnerships, Task 
Forces, and Conservation Committees that 
make up the Network, each focusing on a 
taxonomic group (plants, fungi, mammals, 
birds, reptiles, amphibians, fishes, and 
invertebrates), national species, or a disci-
plinary issue, such as sustainable use and 
livelihoods, translocation of species, wildlife 
health, climate change, and conservation 
planning.

Framed by the Species Conservation Cycle, 
SSC’s major role is to provide information 
to IUCN on biodiversity conservation, the 
inherent value of species, their role in eco-
system health and functioning, the provision 
of ecosystem services, and their support 
to human livelihoods. This information is 
fed into the IUCN Red List of Threatened 
Species.

2021-2025 Species Strategic Plan
The IUCN Species Strategic Plan encom-
passes the joint work of the IUCN Species 
Survival Commission and a number of part-
nerships to achieve more than 2,700 targets 
proposed by the Network during the 2021-
2025 quadrennium.

SSC Species Report
Annual progress in the implementation of 
the 2021-2025 Species Strategic Plan is 
documented in the SSC Species Report, 
which consists of a comprehensive descrip-
tion and analysis of the activities and results 
generated by the members of the SSC 
Network and Centers for Species Survival 
(CSS) each year. Each SSC and CSS group 
contributes to this document by providing 
a yearly summarised description of their 
achievements, which is presented in stand-
alone reports.

The IUCN Species Survival Commission (SSC)



Committee

Center for Species Survival

Stand-alone reports summarize the activ-
ities conducted and results generated by 
each group member of the SSC and CSS. 
Following, is the structure of the stand-alone 
report and the contents under each session.

Title of the group 

Photograph(s) of the Chair/Co-Chairs 

Group information
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Chairs, Deputy Chairs, Red List Authory 
Coordinators, Program Officers, Species 
Survival Directors, and Species Survival 
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Logo of the group 

Mission statement 
Includes the mission of the group.

Projected impact for the 2021-2025 
quadrennium
Includes the description of the impact on 
species conservation resulting from the 
implementation of the targets formulated by 
the group for the 2021-2025 quadrennium.

Targets for the 2021-2025 quadrennium 
Includes the targets planned by the SSC or 
CSS group for the 2021-2025 quadrennium 
ordered alphabetically by component of the 
Species Conservation Cycle. Each target is 
labeled with a numerical code (e.g., T-001, 
T-012) that identifies it in the SSC DATA 
database and its status for the reported 
year is indicated (Not initiated, On track  
or Achieved). 

Activities and results
Includes the targets for which activities 
were conducted and results that were gen-
erated during 2024 (full year) and 2025 
(first quarter), ordered alphabetically, first 
by component of the Species Conservation 
Cycle, and second by Activity Category. 
Description of activities and results includes 
the indicator that best describes progress, 
its associated quantitative or qualitative 
result, and the narrative description of the 
activity conducted or result obtained. Each 
activity or result reported is linked to the Key 
Species Result to which it is mainly associ-
ated (e.g., KSR#1, KSR#5).
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Mission statement
Not stated yet.

Projected impact 2021–2025
This is a newly formed group whose initial 
aims were set around gathering relevant 
specialists, understanding the process 
for SSC specialist group formation, and 
implementing it, all of which were achieved 
successfully.

Targets 2021–2025

ASSESS

T-007  Conduct Red List assessment of 400 
species of southern African species. 
Status: On track

T-008  Conduct Brazilian Dung Beetle 
assessments. 
Status: On track

T-009  Conduct 10 Chinese endemic Dung 
Beetles assessments. 
Status: On track

T-011  Assess the distribution of rare 
French rollers. 
Status: On track

T-012  Discover new species from 
Mozambique. 
Status: Achieved

PLAN

T-015  Develop the Colombian Amazon con-
servation project. 
Status: On track

ACT

T-004  Development of multimedia packs 
for educational purposes. 
Status: Not initiated

T-005  Connect with professionals from the 
agropastoral world. 
Status: On track

NETWORK

T-002  Recruit new members for the spe-
cialist group.  
Status: On track

T-006  Expanding the Dung Beetle SG 
network.  
Status: On track

T-013  Strengthening the Dung Beetle SG 
network.  
Status: On track

T-016  Train managers and naturalists in the 
taxonomy and ecology of dung beetles. 
Status: On track

COMMUNICATE

T-001  Create social media accounts for the 
specialist group. 
Status: Achieved

T-003  Generate social media content. 
Status: On track

T-010  Reach out to the general public with 
conferences, workshops, and written com-
munications. 
Status: On track

T-014  Establishment of Zoo displays of 
dung beetles –alive or through virtual/aug-
mented reality. 
Status: Achieved

Activities and results 2024-2025

ASSESS

Research activities

T-011  Assess the distribution of rare French 
rollers. (KSR 5)

Number of sites inventoried: 20

Result description: Twenty sites spread 
over four Mediterranean departments 
(Pyrénées-Orientales, Hérault, Aude, 
Bouches-du-Rhône) where the aim of 
2024 work in order to search for nine 
rare Mediterranean species which have 
declined dramatically since the middle of 
the 20th century (Scarabaeus laticollis, 
S. semipunctatus, S. typhon, S. sacer, 
Gymnopleurus flagellatus, G. geoffroyi, G. 
sturmi, G. mopsus, Onitis belial). From these 
20 sites, here are the species detected 

social media and websites

Instagram: @dungbeetle.iucn 
Facebook: DungBeetleIUCN

https://www.instagram.com/dungbeetle.iucn/
https://www.facebook.com/DungBeetleIUCN/


with the number of occurrences for each (1 
occurrence = presence in one site): (1) O. 
belial: 1 occurrence corresponding to a new 
locality in the Camargue; (2) S. laticollis: 
4 occurrences (Cazevieille, Domaine de 
Roussières, Causse d’Aumelas), no ‘new’ 
locality; (3) S. semipunctatus: 1 occurrence 
- rediscovery of a relict population on a 
fragment of dunes at Saint-Pierre-la-Mer: 
the species had not been seen in the Aude 
since the early 1990s; (4) Sisyphus schaef-
feri: 6 occurrences (Causse d’Aumelas, Les 
Lavagnes, Bergerie du Mas Dieu, Tuchan, 
Cazevieille, Domaine de Roussières), 
of which only one corresponds to a new 
locality (Tuchan); (5) G. flagellatus: 1 occur-
rence corresponding to a new locality on 
the Causse d’Aumelas (second known 
locality of the species in Hérault, less than 
10 localities in France, no news from all the 
other historical localities); (6) G. geoffroyi: 1 
occurrence corresponding to a new locality 
on the Lavagnes site (several localities 
known in the Hérault hinterland but over a 
very restricted area plus a few rare points 
in the Alpes-de-Haute-Provence). No sight-
ings this year of G. mospsus, G. sturmi, S. 
typhon and S. sacer. However, new sightings 
were made by other observers: concerning 
S. typhon (1 new locality in Hérault) and G. 
flagellatus.

T-012  Discover new species from 
Mozambique. (KSR 5)

Number of expeditions to Mount Mabu, 
Mozambique: 2

Result description: Within the framework 
of the Mount Mabu (northern Mozambique) 
missions for biodiversity discovery and 
conservation, a documentary on species 
discovery by the research team was 
shot with the BBC Natural History team, 
and there is a paper on the topic in The 
Conversation. New species, from the 
Onthophagus genus for example, are to be 
described.

PLAN

Planning

T-015  Develop the Colombian Amazon con-
servation project. (KSR 8)

Number of people trained: 158

Result description: In 2023, a baseline 
construction and participatory commu-
nity monitoring program was designed in 
the northern arc of deforestation in the 
Colombian Amazon in collaboration with 
USAID. The aim was to enhance biodiversity 
knowledge and develop tools for conserva-
tion plans. Of this project, three locations 
were selected for the first phase where 

a biodiversity survey exercise is carried 
out using dung beetles as bioindicators. 
From this exercise, a complete inventory 
was produced, training was carried out 
with the communities and a workbook was 
prepared. The result is 158 trained people, 
including women and children.

ACT

Synergy

T-005  Connect with professionals from the 
agropastoral world. (KSR 10)

Number of meetings or encounters: 4

Result description: In May 2024, Claudia 
Tocco studied the orientation behaviour 
of three ball-rolling beetles. Experiments 
were carried out in natural area, grazing 
land and artificial flat terrain (tennis court) 
in Southwest Sardinia, Italy, as she spent a 
few mornings in the field with the managers 
of two farms, speaking about dung beetle 
ecological importance, diversity threats, 
and showing the dung beetle species 
present in their land. These interactions 
resulted in an invitation for a talk about 
dung beetles for the neighbouring farm 
owners (18 in total). In the framework of the 
French citizen science program ColCopEA 
for future farmers, William Perrin and Pierre 
Jay-Robert organized immersive days with 

Workshop on dung beetle taxonomy and ecology. 
France, March 2025 
Photo: Camila Leandro

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zwPdQiQSVoA
https://theconversation.com/dung-beetles-expedition-unearths-new-species-on-mozambiques-mount-mabu-207145
https://theconversation.com/dung-beetles-expedition-unearths-new-species-on-mozambiques-mount-mabu-207145
https://fermewikisagro.fr/colcopea/?PagePrincipale


the students and the teachers where they 
monitored dung beetles and dung removal 
function in their experimental farms and 
then had a class on dung beetle diversity 
and ecosystem services. After four inter-
ventions, they reached 40 future farmers.

NETWORK

Capacity building

T-013  Strengthening the Dung Beetle SG 
network. (KSR 2)
Number of internal workshops: 1

Result description: An internal workshop 
on rearing and displaying dung beetles for 
research and outreach in zoos was held in 
2024. Invited speakers included Alberto 
Zamprogna and Valerie Caron (CSIRO), Tim 
Luethke (Denver Zoological Foundation) 
and Benjamin Harink (Mettler-Toledo Rainin, 
LLC). The meeting helped us identify the 
need for a “rearing cookbook” for dung 
beetles, which can be useful for scientific 
rearing, conservation breading and (re)
introductions and educational purposes for 
display terrariums.

T-016  Train managers and naturalists in 
the taxonomy and ecology of dung beetles. 
(KSR 2)

Number of people trained in other fields: 15

Result description: In March 2025, William 
Perrin hosted 15 participants (managers 
of natural areas, researchers, students 
and naturalists) for a 3-day training in the 
taxonomy and ecology of dung beetles, 
at the Université Paul-Valéry Montpellier, 
France.

Membership

T-002  Recruit new members for the spe-
cialist group. (KSR 2)

Number of SSC members recruited: 7

Result description: In 2024, we recruited 
new colleagues, among them students and 
dung beetle breeders, expanding the diver-
sity of group members.

T-006  Expanding the Dung Beetle SG 
network. (KSR 2)

Number of communications inviting to join 
the DBSG: 2

Result description: We carried out two 
communications inviting to join the DBSG, 
one at the Reunión Latinoamericana de 
Scarabaeoidologia in Ecuador and another 
at the SSC Leader’s meeting in Abu 
Dhabi’s, both in October 2024. 

COMMUNICATE

Communication

T-003  Generate social media content.  
(KSR 13)

Number of digital communication outputs 
developed in relation to specific taxonomic 
groups: 7

Result description: Thanks to the involve-
ment of our new group member Cloé Joly to 
the communication chapter of the group, 
we have been able to develop new and 
appealing social media posts and share 
also relevant ones on dung beetles.

T-014  Establishment of Zoo displays of 
dung beetles –alive or through virtual/aug-
mented reality. (KSR 12)

Number of zoos displaying dung beetles: 2

Result description: When the Bern Zoo 
(Tierpark Bern, Dählhölzli, Switzerland) 
started to work on a new big indoor and 
outdoor display for Bee Eaters (Merops 
apiaster), there was a desire to also 
utilise the renovation and new setup to 

educate and bring awareness to insects 
and their importance to the ecosystems. 
Two big terrariums have been built. The 
work of Benjamin Harink helped include 
dung beetles into display of the Zoo, 
including information tables for the public. 
One terrarium features millipedes and 
mainly Cetoniinae (Goliathus goliatus and 
Cameroonian species), the other one a 
savanna type of habitat, with Tenebrionidae 
(mainly Pimelia sp., and Blaps sp.) and 
the main focus on Scarabaeus sp. and in 
the future also Sisyphus sp. So far, the 
comments from visitors have been very 
positive, and the interest in dung beetles 
has been high. We will continue to learn 
and optimise our setup further, considering 
that there is very little existing knowledge 
on keeping and breeding dung beetles. 
Behind the scenes, Benjamin worked on 
the establishment of an ex situ of species, 
to document life cycle, establish breeding 
routines and spread the knowledge in 
other zoos. In the Lunaret Park, a new 
educational trail was designed featuring 
the life history and importance of Copris 
lunaris, a widespread dung beetle from 
France. Camila Leandro, Pierre Jay-Robert 
and William Perrin collaborated with the 
Fées Speciales to design the outdoor fun 
and educational panels which were accom-
panied by an augmented reality app to 
showcase the Copris and its role in the soil.

Scientific meetings

T-010  Reach out to the general public with 
conferences, workshops, and written com-
munications. (KSR 12)

Number of scientific events in which the 
members participated: 2

Rare roller from southern France,  
Gymnopleurus sturmi 
Photo: William Perrin

New species of Onthophagus found in Mount Mabu 
(northern Mozambique) by Gimo Daniel 
Photo: Gimo Daniel

https://www.lesviesdusol.com/


Result description: Claudia Tocco gave a 
talk on dung beetle diversity and impor-
tance at the sport centre of Sardinia (Italy) 
in spring 2024 for children, their parents 
and coaches, and 35 people were reached. 
Camila Leandro was invited by a school-
teacher from the Hérault district in southern 
France to make a talk to children about 
insects, dung beetles and their importance. 
This talk took place during classes, and 
we worked with two classes of 15 children 
each. The kids appreciated the talk, but 
the observation activities even more. The 
teacher wants to repeat the experience 
next year.
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Summary of achievements
Total number of targets 2021–2025: 16

Geographic regions: 10 Global, 2 Africa,  
2 America, 1 Asia, 1 Europe

Actions during 2024-2025:

	 Assess: 	 2 (KSR 5)

	 Plan: 	 1 (KSR 8)

	 Act: 	 1 (KSR 10)

	 Network: 	 4 (KSR 2)

	Communicate: 	3 (KSR 12, 13)

Overall achievement 2021–2025:

1 (6%)                          12 (75%)                              3 (19%)

n No longer 	 n Not initiated 	 n On track 	 n Achieved
       a priority

Fieldwork conducted by Cladia Tocco in Sardinia, Italy 
Photo: Claudia Tocco

Sisyphus scahefferi from Sardinia, Italy 
Photo: Claudia Tocco



Suweon Treefrog  
(Dryophytes suweonenis) 

Photo: Amael Borzee

Marsh Cinquefoil  
(Comarum palustre) 

Photo: Magnus Goransson

Black Rhino (Diceros bicornis)  
Photo: Save The Rhino Trust Namibia

Phallus aureolatus 
Photo: Juliano Baltazar

Azores Nursery Spider  
(Pisaura acoreesins)  
Photo: Paulo A.V. Borges

Black and White Snapper 
(Macolor niger) 
Photo: David B. Snyder

Eurasian Griffon (Gyps fulvus)  
Photo: Andre Botha


