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INTRODUCTION

The strength of IUCN ROWA is intricately tied to the
collective influence of its Members. Over the past decade,
we take pride in witnessing a remarkable surge in
membership within the region, growing from 32 Members in
2010 to an impressive tally of 79 in 2024.

This expansion not only reflects the increasing recognition
of our shared vision but also signifies a robust network of
individuals and organizations committed to environmental
stewardship.

Our Members enjoy a range of benefits, including access to
technical support in environmental matters, opportunities for
knowledge exchange, and invitations to participate in
consultancies facilitated by IUCN ROWA.

Additionally, our collaborative efforts with Members extend to a
multitude of events and initiatives that serve as platforms for
meaningful engagement and shared initiatives.



BACKGROUND

Creating a members activity report for
the International Union for Conservation
of Nature (IUCN) Regional Office for
West Asia (ROWA) members in Jordan
involves a detailed process of
documenting and highlighting the
remarkable  contributions  of its
members.

This report aims to showcase the diverse
achievements and activities undertaken
by various organizations and individuals
dedicated to environmental
conservation and sustainable
development in Jordan.

The compilation process includes
gathering data on projects, initiatives,
and collaborative efforts that members
have spearheaded or participated in.

By providing a comprehensive overview
of their work, the report not only
celebrates the successes and milestones
of IUCN ROWA members but also aims
to inspire further action and foster a
stronger community of practice in the
region.




GOALS

The goals of creating a members activity
7 report for UCN ROWA's members in Jordan
include:

Priority Goals

Showcase Achievements: Highlight the significant accomplishments and
contributions of IUCN ROWA members in Jordan, celebrating their efforts and
impact on environmental conservation and sustainable development.

Foster Collaboration: Encourage knowledge sharing and collaboration among
members by providing insights into various projects and initiatives, facilitating
the exchange of best practices and innovative solutions.

Increase Visibility: Raise awareness about the diverse range of activities and
projects undertaken by IUCN ROWA members, enhancing their visibility and
recognition within the broader conservation community and the public.

Support Fundraising: Provide a comprehensive and compelling account of
members' work to attract potential donors, partners, and sponsors, thereby
securing additional resources and support for ongoing and future projects.

Inspire Action: Motivate other organizations, stakeholders, and individuals to
engage in conservation efforts by showcasing the tangible impacts and
successes achieved by IUCN ROWA members.

Strengthen Community: Build a stronger sense of community and solidarity
among IUCN ROWA members by acknowledging and celebrating their
collective achievements and fostering a sense of shared purpose and
commitment.

Enhance Accountability: Demonstrate transparency and accountability in the
activities and outcomes of IUCN ROWA members, reinforcing the credibility
and reliability of the network.



THE ARAB GROUP FOR THE
PROTECTION OF NATURE (APN)

Joined IUCN memloershilo in 2006

Vision

APN seeks to enhance the capacity of Arab peoples and countries to
protect, sustain, and establish sovereignty over their natural resources
and food systems while strengthening the advocacy efforts of civil
society organisations on regional and global environmental, agricultural,
and food issues.

An Arab society that is conscious of its rights to sovereignty over its
resources, produces its own food, ensures sustainability for future
generations, and safeguards the health of its natural environment.

APN is an independent people’s organization concerned with the
protection of the environment and the natural resources of Arab
countries against all hazards, including the destructive impacts of wars
and foreign occupations.




Contribute to the rehabilitation and resilience of environmental, agricultural and food
systems in Arab regions affected by war and conflict.

Influence the formulation and implementation of global environmental, agricultural
and food policies within effective institutional partnerships.

Mobilize individual and collective civil society efforts to advance environmental
protection and food sovereignty.

Build the capacity of APN to achieve its mission with professionalism, efficacy, and
institutional sustainability.




ACHIEVEMENTS &
ACTIVITIES

Million Tree Campaign in Palestine:

® launched to rehabilitate land by replanting trees uprooted by the
occupation.

e Aims: Protect Palestinian land, enhance food sovereignty, provide
sustainable income for farmers.

e Achievements: Planted over 2.97 million fruit trees for over 33,000
farmers, supporting 250,000 family members. Includes projects like well
construction, cultivation of indigenous seeds, and animal husbandry
support.

Green Caravan in Jordan:
* Aimed at reducing desertification, highlighting agriculture's importance,
and supporting small-scale farmers.
¢ Achievements: Planted over 200,000 fruit trees for over 10,000 farmers,
covering 5,500 dunums.

"Only If You Knew" Awareness Campaign:
¢ Targets university and school studentsin Jordan.
e Aims: Teach agriculture's importance and highlight environmental
challenges.
¢ Achievements: Delivered hundreds of lectures to thousands of students in
numerous educational institutions.




ACHIEVEMENTS &
ACTIVITIES

Food Sovereignty Programme:
¢ Aims: Influence policies on food systems, agriculture, environmental
protection, and natural resource management.
® Achievements:
Pushed for critical resolutions at IUCN.
Led CSO consultations on CFS guidelines and frameworks.
Organized CSO consultations and statements for FAO meetings.
Conducted a study on "Land and Conflict in the Arab Region."
Played a key role at UNEA in advocating for environmental protection
during conflicts.
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Arab Network for Food Sovereignty (ANFS):
¢ Founded in 2012 as a coordinating body of around 50 NGOs and unions in
13 Arab countries.
e Aims: Address social, economic, agricultural, and environmental
vulnerabilities guided by food sovereignty principles.

"Revive Gaza’s Farmland" Project:
¢ |aunched to rehabilitate Gaza’s agricultural land and restore local food
systems.
® Achievements: Cultivated over 120 dunums, constructed fences, and
rehabilitated irrigation networks in the first phase.




ARAB WOMEN WATER ENERGY
ENVIRONMENT NETWORK
ASSOCIATION

Joined IUCN membership in 2027

Vision

Acknowledge and recognize the axial and central role of women in
sustainable development. The full and equal participation of all major
groups in society, each in its own role, and the promotion of social justice
and gender equality. Focus on individuals as the axial of development.
Water and energy in all their uses are entry points for sustainable human
development. Cooperation and partnership with women and their
organizations through diversity and integration.

The participation of women in the management, planning, conservation
and use of water resources, energy, and environment to improve the
quality of life of their families and their communities.

To establish a strong regional, self-sustaining Women's Association in
order to assist Women in Jordan, the Arab countries to manage, plan,
conserve and use water resources, energy and environment for a better
life and to network with Women Associations around the world to fill fall
our mission.
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Conduct studies and implement projects in water, energy, and the environment,
offering advice on policies, legislation, management, restructuring, and reform.

Provide technical support, consultancy and training for water, energy, and
environment.

Preparing research and studies in the field of water, energy, and the environment.

Evaluation of projects, programs, and institutions in the field of water, energy, and
the environment.

Cooperating and building bridges of communication with universities and scientific
institutions locally and internationally.

Establishing an effective information network on water, energy and environmental
issues in Jordan and Arab countries.

Exchange experiences, information, and knowledge to achieve comprehensive
development of water, energy, and environment resources.

Building partnerships and systematic interaction with national entities, civil society
organizations and with Arab and international organizations.




ACHIEVEMENTS &
ACTIVITIES

Smart Development of Eco-Friendly Solutions and Economic Regional

Agricultural Techniques (Smart Desert):

® Year: 2021

® Goals: Economic empowerment of vulnerable Jordanians and Syrian
refugeesin agriculture.

¢ Objectives: Increase income, improve work conditions, enhance water use
efficiency.

* Achievements: Completed studies on crop type mapping, saline water
resources, hydrological analysis, water use efficiency, and wastewater
treatment. Promoted social cohesion and gender mainstreaming.
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Figure 9: Google Earth Image showing Al Samra Wastewater Treatment Plant



ACHIEVEMENTS &
ACTIVITIES

GIS Geodata Base for Wadi Fieran in Sinai/Egypt:
e (Goals: Enhance management of water, energy, and food security in the
MENA region.
¢ QObjectives: Institutionalize the WEFE Nexus approach, develop policies,
build capacities, and operationalize through pilots.
e Achievements: Created a geodata base to support sustainable
management practices.
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BASMAT AL-KHAIR WOMEN'S
CHARITY ASSOCIATION

Joined IUCN mem/oershilp in 201

Vision

An association focused on building the capacities of local community
members and enhancing their participation in public life through
economic empowerment programs, awareness and education
programs, childcare, and humanitarian aid programs.

A distinguished association in the field of local community development.

An association dedicated to empowering local communities by
enhancing their capacities and participation in public life through
economic empowerment, awareness and education initiatives,
childcare, and humanitarian aid programs.




Providing financial and in-kind assistance to poor families, especially women.

Organizing courses and lectures that are of interest to women in the local

community.

Participating in public and official celebrations.

Creating productive projects that benefit women in the local community.

Opening kindergartens to serve the children of the area.

Opening a club for the elderly.




ACHIEVEMENTS &
ACTIVITIES

Economic Empowerment Program

General goal: Contributing to improving the quality of life for families by
enhancing the productivity of poor and low-income family members. The
association implements one project annually in the field of women's self-
employment and continues to finance women who wish to establish or
develop their projects through revolving loan funds available at the association.

Awareness, Education, and Child Care Program

General goal: Improve educational services through kindergarten programs,
academic support for students, financial aid for needy university students, and
social and health awareness initiatives.

Humanitarian Aid Program

General goal: Aiming to meet the living needs and alleviate poverty for local
community members, both Jordanians and other nationalities, by providing
soft loans and material and in-kind assistance to poor and low-income families.

Institutional Development Program

General goal: Enhancing the institutional capacities for the sustainability of the
association by developing income-generating productive projects and
continuing to build the capacities of the association's staff.




PROJECTS

QG AR

Eco-friendly green housing project: Established a revolving loan fund in 2011, now at
400,000 Dinars, to support home construction and renovation for 700 low-income

families.

Water project: Established a 20,000 Dinar revolving loan fund in 2014 with World Relief

support for rooftop water collection and well-digging, benefiting 400 families.

Sustainable agriculture project: Established a 20,000 Dinar loan fund in 2010 with
Global Environment Facility support for home agricultural projects, funding livestock

breeding and medicinal plant cultivation for around 200 families.

Kindergarten project: established in 2012 in the Allan area, funded by the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, benefiting over 300 students aged 4-6 years.

Women Leaders of Change project: Established a 3,000 Dinar revolving loan fund in
2013 with Jordanian Hashemite Fund support to provide soft loans for home plumbing

repairs and support women entrepreneurs, benefiting 100 women.

Solar heaters project: Established a 15,000 Dinar revolving loan fund in 2014 with
Jordan River Foundation and Ministry of Energy support to provide soft loans for
renewable energy systems and solar heaters, benefiting 45 families with solar systems

and 600 with solar heaters.

Salon project: Established in 2014 with 10,000 Dinars from the Ministry of Social
Development to offer affordable beauty training and services to local women,

benefiting the association financially.

Fitness Project: Established in 2014 with 11,000 Dinars from the Ministry of Planning to
offer affordable fitness services to women, benefiting the association and project staff

financially.



JORDAN BIRDWATCH

Joined IUCN mem[oersh/'/o in 2020

Vision

Building a strong foundation of scientific knowledge, awareness,
competencies and partnerships for effective protection and sustainable
use of wild birds and their habitats

A society that values and is committed to caring for wild bird and other
wildlife

Protect wild birds and their habitats in Jordan




” Research and monitoring: Collect and analyze data and disseminate knowledge
about wild birds and their habitats including threats
Develop the awareness, education and capacity — building programs

Participate in and carry out projects to manage and restore ecosystems and
habitats important for wild birds




PROJECTS
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Wadi Gharaba Conservation Projects (2019-2023): Three projects, supported by GIZ
and GEF/UNDP, focusing on habitat restoration, invasive species control, native

vegetation and water flow restoration, and local capacity building.

Local Engagement: Engaged local parties and governmental organizations through
meetings, workshops, and brochures to discuss biodiversity threats and solutions in the

Jordan Valley.

Traditional Agriculture Support (2021-2022): Supported by CEPF, this project in
Rassun and Irjan, Ajlun, helped local communities manage traditional farming, market

local products, and promote birdwatching.

Syrian Serin Protection (2022): With Global Greengrants Fund support, assessed the
breeding population at Dana reserve, discussed habitat management and protection in

Al Barra woodland with stakeholders.

Bird Habitat Studies: JBW conducted various studies on bird habitats, rare birds,
invasive species, and Red list assessments, including the first national survey of owls in

Jordan, funded partly by OSME, resulting in several publications (2016-present).

Archaeological Bird Study (2016-2018): Collaborated with the University of Reading,
UK, to study bird bones in Stone Age settlements at Wadi Feynan, producing a book

and scientific publications.

Bird Migration and Zoonotic Diseases (2022-2025): Partnered with the Royal
Scientific Society and international universities to study bird migration and diseases,

prioritizing bird safety during fieldwork in Azraq wetland reserve.

Field Trips and Training: Organized field trips and training workshops on bird
identification and ecology for members and schools, primarily led by JBW volunteers.

JBW also participates in national wildlife committees and advises various entities.



THE JORDANIAN HASHEMITE
FUND FOR HUMAN
DEVELOPMENT (JOHUD)

Joined IUCN membershilp in 2012

Vision

Community, Continuity, Connection

To be a national platform and a local forum for empowered and
sustainable communities, living with justice and dignity.

The organization focuses on serving vulnerable local communities,
emphasizing poverty and social marginalization. Expanding rapidly
across Jordan, JOHUD represents a unique model for local governance
and civil engagement in sustainable development. We aim to strengthen
our comprehensive, multidisciplinary system to enhance community
well-being and address social exclusion, poverty, and vulnerability.




” To strengthen our unique community platform of 52 Community development

centres (CDCs) and specialised facilities, and continue to reform our internal
administrative, financial and operational systems to facilitate greater governance at

the community level.

To continue our original mission of supporting positive change in the lives of people

and communities

Address social exclusion, poverty, and vulnerability and enhance community well-

being




ACHIEVEMENTS

Almost 50 years of experience, with extensive physical and social outreach.

Early advocate for people-centred development.

Widest national outreach through a national network of 52 community

development centres (CDCs) across Jordan.

History of engaging women and youth in traditional communities in leadership

roles.

ACTIVITIES

Woman and Gender: Advocacy, empowerment.

Social Protection: Early childhood development, at-risk youth and children, people with

disabilities and refugees.

Livelihood Development: skills, training and employability.

Environmental Sustainability: Local management of natural resources, green

economy



THE JORDANIAN SOCIETY FOR
ORGANIC FARMING

Joined IUCN membershilp in 2009

Vision

Our mission is to create awareness about organic farming practices
among consumers, producers and farmers and encourage the
production of organic food from both plant and animal sources, at the
same time conserving the environment and sustain our natural
resources.

JSOF is looking forward to attract interested people and experts in
organic agriculture at the national level and to cooperate effectively with
the regional and international organizations that have similar interests.

Preserving the environment, sustaining natural resources, and
producing organic agricultural crops




Raising public awareness in the local community about organic farming issues and

organic products as a healthy and safe food.

Prepare the ground for the establishment of a legal, institutional and scientific

platform for organic farming in Jordan.

Adoption of specific standards for verification of organic products.

Promoting cooperation with local, regional and international organization for the

implementation of our activities and projects.

Encouraging research and studies in the field of organic farming.

Participate in scientific activities, seminars and conferences at the national and

international level

Promote marketing of organic products domestically and internationally.




PROJECTS

~
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Participated in workshops with the Ministry of Environment and UNEP to discuss
sustainable production and consumption, and in a project workshop on climate change

technologies.

Attended a workshop on improving the circulation of perishable agricultural products

and a project launch for the National Strategy of the Small Grants Program.

Followed up on the UNDP-funded "conversion to organic agriculture" project and
submitted a proposal for a study on organic agriculture's status and awareness in

Jordan.

Engaged in the technical committee for organic agriculture law, promoted organic
agriculture at the National Olive Festival and Rural Women's Products Exhibition, and

participated in the 11th Regional Forum for the Protection of Nature.

Reviewed the Jordanian standard for organic food, organized a scientific day on pest
control in organic agriculture, and participated in workshops on water sector NGOs,

sustainability, and ltalian olive harvesting technology.

Supported JSOF members at the 17th National Olive Festival, signed a contract for a

cattle farm, and an MoU with RSCN to enhance organic agriculture in Jordan.

Attended an international conference on Nature Conservation in Hawaii, USA.



THE JORDANIAN SOCIETY FOR
DESERTIFICATION CONTROL &
BADIA DEVELOPMENT

Joined IUCN membershilp in 1996

Working to find scientific and environmental solutions to reduce the
phenomenon of desertification and working to develop the desert

Educating society about the seriousness of the phenomenon of
desertification and finding scientific methods to combat desertification

Work to stop the processes of desertification resulting from the
deterioration of vegetation cover with the aim of protecting agricultural
lands from the threat of desertification and its causes.
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Study Desertification: Investigate the causes, mechanisms, and severity of
desertification in Jordan to develop effective scientific solutions.

National Plan for Afforestation: Utilize various national resources, including students and
the armed forces, to implement a national plan for afforestation and land protection.

Increase Awareness: Raise public awareness about the dangers of practices that
accelerate desertification through media and education, integrating environmental topics
into school curricula.

Protect Wildlife: Safeguard plants and animals from desert encroachment and harmful
human activities to maintain environmental balance.

Utilize Purification Plant Water: Use treated water from purification plants for
afforestation, fodder crops, and combating desertification.

Repurpose Waste Dump Sites: Convert closed waste dump sites into public parks and
gardens.

Educational Outreach: Publish bulletins, studies, and research, and hold seminars to
raise awareness about combating desertification.

Collaborate with Organizations: Work with local, Arab, and international organizations
and networks on environmental protection initiatives.

Expert Database and Activities: Create a database of experts and participate in
scientific activities.




PROJECTS

Local Community Rehabilitation and Employment: JSDCBD has been working on
rehabilitating 150 Dunums in Um Rummaneh, planting thousands of forest trees over 20

years, and continues to work on this. It also provides job opportunities to local rural

inhabitants through various events and activities.

Publications and Research: JSDCBD has produced several books and annual posters
on topics such as agricultural development, desertification, water harvesting, and forest

fire prevention. It has also published children's tales to educate on environmental issues.

Successful Projects:

National Park & Research Center in Umm-Rummana: A 15-hectare site
demonstrating water harvesting, afforestation, and biodiversity protection, funded
by UNDP and GEF.

Qaser Amra Rehabilitation: Afforestation supported by the Ministry of Antiquities
and Tourism.

Hazardous Waste Site Rehabilitation: Conducted a topographical survey and
created plans for barriers, along with fauna and flora surveys.

Conservation of Quercus Aegilops: Demonstrated best practices for conserving
Oak trees, funded by UNDP and GEF.

Qasr Kharraneha Rehabilitation: Supported by the Ministry of Antiquities and
Tourism.

Urban Composting Initiative: Training urban communities, especially housewives, to

recycle organic waste into compost, funded by the Jordan Environment Fund.
Clothing Waste Awareness: Raising awareness and recycling textiles with support
from the European Initiative for Waste Reduction and in cooperation with the
Sheikh Hussein Association for Sustainable Development.




THE NATIONAL CENTER FOR
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

Joined IUCN membershilp in 1991

Vision

To fully employ research capabilities and expertise in serving the socio-
economic development efforts of Jordan and to elevate the output of
research activities in order to improve living conditions and to promote
the creation of wealth ultimately leading to innovation in Jordan’s
economy

To strive to reach a reputable level in research fields in which Jordanians
have a competitive advantage in or are of top priority to Jordan

The Center aims at the development of scientific capabilities in the field
of Nanotechnology, Energy, Biotechnology and the Jordanian Badia
Research and any other research activities.




” Develop research capabilities in Jordan and create networks with researchers abroad.

2 Connect research results with other science, technology, and innovation efforts,
translating these findings into productive activities or businesses.

Participate in solving national-level problems related to infrastructure, natural resources,
and business and production requirements.
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PROJECTS

Identify and Coordinate Research Capabilities: Assess local research capabilities at

higher education institutions and research centers in Jordan, and coordinate among them.

Establish New Research Programs: Develop new programs in priority areas of science,
technology, and innovation policy in Jordan.

Support Applied Research and Innovation: Encourage applied research, innovation, and
invention in the center’s fields of work.

Promote Commercial Ventures: Support the creation of commercially viable companies
based on research outputs.

Engage in Academic Events: Organize and participate in conferences, seminars, and

workshops in the center’s research areas.

Develop Human Resources: Enhance the skills of research personnel through

collaboration with local, regional, and international experts and organizations.

Build Research Networks: Create networks among Jordanian researchers and their
international counterparts.

Establish Research Positions: Promote the creation of research posts in universities and a

national network for sabbatical leaves and collaborative research work.




THE PRINCESS ALIA
FOUNDATION

Joined IUCN membershilb in 2001

To promote compassion and respect for all Creation, improving human
and animal welfare through education, advocacy, and action and
protecting nature and the environment.

Vision A world where all living beings coexist in balance, harmony, and respect.

To promote balance, harmony, and respect for all Creation through
holistic and sustainable approaches.




GOALS

Foster sustainable community development.

2 Enhance animal welfare and conservation efforts.

3 Support educational initiatives that promote respect and compassion.
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PROJECTS

Established Al Ma'wa for Nature and Wildlife, providing sanctuary for victims of the illegal
wildlife trade and support for the RSCN and environmental police. The initiative also
created job opportunities for local communities and offered educational programs for
visitors and schools on wildlife and the natural flora of Jordan, along with protecting forests
and rare plants around Al Ma'wa.

Developed the Green Prints initiative for paper recycling in schools.

Implemented animal protection legislation in collaboration with the Jordanian government.

Conducted various community empowerment programs targeting local and marginalized
groups.

Organized educational and awareness campaigns on environmental and animal welfare
issues.

Introduced a program for improving the learning environment in schools by providing
sustainable solar energy and heating and cooling systems to classrooms, making this a
requirement for future school buildings.




ROYAL BOTANIC GARDEN

Joined IUCN membershilp in 20|

To ensure native flora conservation through ecological restoration and
providing a research and demonstration site to address the
environmental challenges of our times and generating hope for the
future.

Vision A society that no longer needs to preserve the environment

To preserve biodiversity in Jordan within an environmental framework
based on scientific research and cooperation with institutions working in
the field of environment locally and internationally.




Become an internationally recognized research facility for all aspects of conserving

Jordanian native plant diversity and biodiversity in arid-land environments.

Establish and display documented collections of the native plants of Jordan.

Encourage visitors to gain a deeper appreciation of plants and take pride in Jordan’s

floral heritage.

Educate the public on conservation issues and the human role in environmental change.

Revitalize communities through projects in harmony with nature.




PROJECTS

-

Science and Conservation: RBG is an internationally recognized research facility
dedicated to studying biodiversity and conservation in arid-land environments. This
includes extensive research on Jordan’s unique flora and addressing environmental

challenges.

Education and Community Development: The garden promotes awareness of
Jordan’s biodiversity and supports nature-related projects within local communities. It
conducts educational programs targeting both the public and specific community

groups.

Sustainable Living: RBG serves as a demonstration site for sustainable practices,
including water management, energy strategies, and eco-friendly land use. These

practices are designed to be easily adopted by the general population in Jordan.

Community-Based Rangeland Rehabilitation (CBRR): This project aims to improve
food security and habitat conditions by collaborating with local herding communities. It
involves sustainable grazing plans that enhance vegetation, soil conditions, and water

retention.

Conservation Programs: The garden runs various programs such as ex situ
conservation, medicinal plant programs, and ecosystem restoration efforts to preserve

Jordan’s native plant species and maintain ecological balance.

National Plant Atlas Project: RBG is working with the Jordanian government and other
institutions to create a national plant atlas, documenting and preserving the country's

botanical diversity.



THE HASHEMITE FUND FOR
DEVELOPMENT OF JORDAN

BADIA

Joined IUCN mem[oershi/o in 2001

Vision

To establish the concept of sustainable development in the Jordan Badia by
encouraging active participation within the local communities and the
implementation of environmental, social, and economic projects, while
maintaining and respecting the existing culture and habits.

To make the Badia region an attractive place to live, and suitable for
investment initiatives through the optimal utilization of natural and human
resources, thus reducing poverty and unemployment, and improving the living
conditions of the local people.

The fund aims to foster comprehensive development in the badia by
enhancing local living standards and utilizing human capabilities. It supports
the establishment and implementation of productive projects, and backs
scientific, cultural, sports, educational, rehabilitative, and social activities.
Additionally, it focuses on environmental conservation and promoting the role
of women in the badia.




Support and/or fund the implementation of income generating activities that will reduce
poverty.

Support the implementation of projects and initiatives that aim at protecting the Badia’s
environment and resources.

Support and fund the activities of civil society organizations that encourage active
participation of local communities, especially women, in the development process in the
Badia.

Plan and implement projects that promote the Badia as a destination for environmental,
historical, and adventure tourism.

Build a comprehensive database for the natural resources that exist in the Badia to
provide potential investors with the necessary information for development projects.

Establish partnerships with local and international institutions to support the design and
implementation of the various development initiatives in the Badia.




PROJECTS

Healthy Ecosystems for Rangeland Development:

Funded by the Global Environment Facility and in collaboration with the International
Union for Conservation of Nature (IJUCN) and the Hashemite Fund for the Development
of the Jordan Badia, this project involves cooperation with local communities and
national partners, including the Ministries of Environment and Agriculture and the Royal
Botanical Garden. Key activities include rehabilitating Surra Pastoral Reserve with
90,000 seedlings over 1,600 dunams, establishing Al-Hazeem Pastoral Reserve with
30,000 seedlings on 500 dunams, funding two veterinary clinics in Northern and
Southern Badia, and providing $50,000 in revolving funds for education, women's

projects, and livestock breeders.

Mainstreaming Biodiversity in the Sylvo-pastoral and Rangeland Landscapes in Al-
Sharah Region:

Funded by IFAD and implemented by HFDJB, IUCN, and the Ministry of Agriculture, this
successful project emphasizes biodiversity protection and restoration. It includes the
implementation of a payment for ecosystem services program in Southern Badia, a first

for Jordan, and features activities such as the Nannies Factory project, in collaboration

with the Al Jawhara Charitable Society.




Develop a regional knowledge base to guide more effective policy and programming and
to facilitate the rollout of practical solutions

2 Support a proficient and influential civil society to secure their role as a key stakeholder in
development decisions and programming

programming grounded in regional identity

Promote strategies of regional cooperation to foster more effective policy and




PROJECTS
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Research on Yemen’s Water and Food Security: Investigating the effects of Yemen’s
conflict on water and food security, focusing on changes in availability, accessibility,

affordability, and quality.

BRCKA Project: Enhancing green technology access in local communities and Azraq
Refugee Camp through revolving loans, supporting five CBOs in water-saving

technologies.

Climate, Human Security, and Gender Study: Analyzing the impact of climate change
on social cohesion, human security, and gender in Jordan, with recommendations for

climate action.

Renewable Energy Transition Report: Evaluating the importance of energy transition

and developing arguments to encourage policy-makers to support renewable energy.

Water, Migration, and Conflict Analysis: Examining how water scarcity influences

migration and conflictin MENA, used as background for a World Bank report.

Sustainable Energy in Public Buildings: Advocating for a people-centered approach to
retrofitting and solarizing Jordan’s schools and hospitals, promoting private sector

involvement.

Training for Change Project: Strengthening civil society’s capacity to monitor and

advocate for public policies in key sectors, providing sub-grants to 7 CBOs in Jordan.

Climate Change Adaptation and Gender: Empowering communities in Jordan to
create climate adaptation plans, involving youth as climate ambassadors and integrating

gender roles into the plans.



WEST ASIA-NORTH AFRICA
(WANA) INSTITUTE.

Joined IUCN membershiln in 2016

Vision

Empower the people of the West Asia and North Africa region with tools,
evidence and the platform needed to secure social justice, safeguard human
security and promote a green economy under the umbrella of human dignity.

Aspires to be a trusted source of knowledge, evidence and opinion, and to
provide a forum for open debate for leading researchers and policy-makers in
the region

To provide regional policymakers with evidence-based insights on sustainable
development, social justice, and human security. Its work centers on
developing regional knowledge, supporting civil society, promoting regional
cooperation, and fostering collaboration among government, civil society, and
business to enhance human dignity and opportunity.




CONCLUSION

The IUCN Regional Office for West Asia (ROWA) is
dedicated to advancing sustainable development,
biodiversity conservation, and community well-beingin
the region. Our mission is to inspire and support
societies to conserve nature and use natural resources
sustainably and equitably.

Over the past year, IUCN ROWA has made significant
progress through various initiatives. We have planted
thousands of seedlings in pastoral reserves,
developed research studies to guide policymakers,
and implemented projects that promote biodiversity
conservation and community participation. Our efforts
have also enhanced the capacity of civil society
organizations and promoted gender-inclusive climate
change adaptation strategies.

These achievements reflect the dedication and
collaborative spirit of our members and partners.
Together, we have empowered local communities,
influenced environmental policies, and fostered
sustainable practices.

Looking ahead, IUCN ROWA remains committed to
driving positive environmental change, supporting
sustainable development, and conserving the region's
natural heritage. Our collective efforts will ensure that
the ecosystems and communities of West Asia thrive
for generations to come.
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