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Preamble

We, the leaders, innovators, and stewards of Africa’s oceans and coasts, gathered in Dar es
Salaam, Tanzania, for the Regenerative Ocean Week (ROW) 2025, declare our collective
ambition to forge a Regenerative Blue Economy that is distinctly African: bold, transformational,
and deeply rooted in our people, our ecosystems, and our future prosperity, honoring the
immense contribution that Africa’s people and ecosystems make to global solutions on climate,
food security, trade and development.

From the vast seascapes of the Western Indian Ocean to the Atlantic and Mediterranean coasts,
connecting to the Global South through the One Ocean Partnership Approach, our ocean holds
the power to drive economic transformation, climate resilience, and cultural revival. Yet, the
time for incremental change has passed. We must disrupt outdated models and embrace a new
era of African-led ocean governance, investment, and innovation.

This Declaration builds on the Moroni Declaration for Ocean and Climate Action in Africa, the
Nairobi Declaration of the Africa Climate Summit, Cape Town Manifesto and the Africa Ocean
Forum Call to Action, embedding their commitments into an actionable, investment-ready, and
community-driven agenda, that bridge business, policy, finance, and conservation for a thriving,
inclusive, and regenerative ocean economy, aligned with Agenda 2063 and the Sustainable
Development Goals.



The Western Indian Ocean (WIO) region, and Africa as a whole, hold immense potential to lead
in the global blue economy transformation by harnessing indigenous knowledge, science-based
innovation, private sector engagement, and strengthened governance. To realize this vision, we
issue this Dar es Salaam Declaration as a collective roadmap towards a regenerative, resilient,
and equitable blue economy in Africa.

Africa’s Ocean is Not Just an Asset—It is Our Future

Africa is the pioneer—driving scientific breakthroughs, indigenous conservation models, and
blue economic revolutions for the world.

Our Shared Commitments
Guided by the principles of sustainability, equity, resilience, and collaboration, we commit to:
1. Transforming the Blue Economy into an Engine of Prosperity

e Mobilizing at least $500 million for African-led research, development, and ocean
innovation, setting the foundation for a new African Blue Regenerative Renaissance.

o Building high-value regenerative industries through and beyond fisheries—marine
biotechnology, blue carbon, seaweed aquaculture, blue food systems and sustainable
coastal tourism—to unlock sovereign economic power.

e Scaling up ocean-based climate solutions that restore ecosystems while generating
revenue through nature-based enterprises.

e Catalyzing 2 million blue jobs by 2030, tapping into Africa’s youth dividend to drive
the regenerative blue economy.

e Elevating women's leadership, participation, and innovation across all sectors of the
blue economy, ensuring their full contribution to high-growth industries, through a
dedicated women in blue economy programme.

2. Strengthening African Ocean Leadership and Governance

o Establish a High-Level Partnership for the Regenerative Blue Economy in collaboration
with existing initiatives, to strengthen multi stakeholder collaboration, governance
and drive ambition for nature-positive ocean transformations benefiting youth and
women.

o Championing the full recognition of Africa’s Marine Indigenous Peoples and Local
Communities (IPLCs) as co-architects of ocean governance and blue economy.

o Leading global negotiations, positioning Africa as a rule-maker, not a rule-taker.



Enacting policy and legal interventions to fully integrate regenerative ocean
strategies into national economic planning and regional trade frameworks like
AfCFTA.

Aligning financial flows with the UNEP sustainable blue economy finance principles,
that sets out ocean-specific standards allowing the financial industry to mainstream
sustainability of ocean-based sectors.

3. Designing the Future of Sustainable Blue Finance in Africa

Pioneering new financing models including convertible grants, community-led blue
bonds, and blended finance mechanisms tailored for IPLCs and ocean SMEs.
Ensuring African and Global financial institutions align and unlock capital flows with
regenerative blue economy principles, ensuring that ocean wealth builds local and
sustainable prosperity.

Support the establishment of a multi-stakeholder Regenerative Ocean Investment
Platform to scale sustainable financing for ocean-based enterprises.

4. Building Africa’s Science-to-Business Leadership

Launching a network of ocean research and innovation hubs, transforming Africa
into a global leader in blue science, innovation, technology and commercialization.
Support the amplification of impact-driven business incubation, welcoming the
Bahari Accelerator, to develop cutting-edge blue startups in sectors like marine
biotechnology, seaweed aquaculture, sustainable fisheries, and blue tourism.
Breaking barriers between research and markets, ensuring that African-led scientific
discoveries turn into high-value businesses, job creation, and industry-scale
solutions.

Making data sovereignty a priority, ensuring that ocean knowledge produced in
Africa is valorized and amplified.

5. Uniting Africa’s Ocean Voice on the Global Stage

Expanding initiatives like the Great Blue Wall and Our Blue Future, amongst many
others to act as flagship platforms for regenerative seascapes, resilient coastal
economies, and integrated ocean-climate finance, ensuring connectivity with the
Indo-Pacific and Atlantic seascapes, reinforcing Africa’s leadership in transboundary
marine governance and climate adaptation.



e Strengthening Africa’s position in negotiations, ensuring Africa speaks with a
common voice to drive global decisions on ocean governance, finance, and
conservation.

¢ Deepening South-South cooperation with other Big Ocean States.

Call to Action: From Words to Power

We call up governments, investors, financial institutions, researchers, and global partners to
match our ambition with concrete action and investments, moving away from small-scale,
short-term interventions that fail to transform Africa’s Ocean economies.

We commit to convening an Annual African Regenerative Blue Economy Forum, ensuring
measurable progress towards our vision of an ocean-powered economic revolution.

This is our ocean, our economy, our future. And the time to lead is now.
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