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The IUCN Species Survival Commission (SSC)

The IUCN Species Survival Commission
(SSC) is a science-based network of thou-
sands of volunteer experts from almost
every country of the world, all working
together toward achieving the vision of “a
just world that values and conserves nature
through positive action to both prevent the
loss and aid recovery of the diversity of life
on earth.”

Members of SSC belong to one or more

of near 200 Specialist Groups, Red List
Authorities, Action Partnerships, Task
Forces, and Conservation Committees that
make up the Network, each focusing on a
taxonomic group (plants, fungi, mammals,
birds, reptiles, amphibians, fishes, and
invertebrates), national species, or a disci-
plinary issue, such as sustainable use and
livelihoods, translocation of species, wildlife
health, climate change, and conservation
planning.

Framed by the Species Conservation Cycle,
SSC’s major role is to provide information
to IUCN on biodiversity conservation, the
inherent value of species, their role in eco-
system health and functioning, the provision
of ecosystem services, and their support
to human livelihoods. This information is
fed into the IUCN Red List of Threatened
Species.

2021-2025 Species Strategic Plan

The IUCN Species Strategic Plan encom-
passes the joint work of the IUCN Species
Survival Commission and a number of part-
nerships to achieve more than 2,700 targets
proposed by the Network during the 2021-
2025 quadrennium.

To accomplish those targets, the Species
Conservation Cycle was established, which
is the conceptual framework for the Network
activities. The Species Conservation Cycle’s
main purpose is to guide efforts for valuing
and conserving biodiversity through three
essential components that are linked to
each other:

ASSESS: Understand and inform the world
about the status and trends of biodiversity.
PLAN: Develop collaborative, inclusive and
science-based conservation strategies,
plans and policies.

ACT: Convene and mobilise conservation
actions to improve the status of biodiversity.

Their implementation requires two trans-
versal components:

NETWORK: Enhance and support our imme-
diate network and alliances to achieve our
biodiversity targets.

COMMUNICATE: Drive strategic and targeted
communications to enhance our conserva-
tion impact.

SSC Species Report

Annual progress in the implementation of
the 2021-2025 Species Strategic Plan is
documented in the SSC Species Report,
which consists of a comprehensive descrip-
tion and analysis of the activities and results
generated by the members of the SSC
Network and Centers for Species Survival
(CSS) each year. Each SSC and CSS group
contributes to this document by providing

a yearly summarised description of their
achievements, which is presented in stand-
alone reports.



Structure of the IUCN SSC and CSS Stand-alone Reports

Stand-alone reports summarize the activ-
ities conducted and results generated by
each group member of the SSC and CSS.
Following, is the structure of the stand-alone
report and the contents under each session.

Title of the group

Photograph(s) of the Chair/Co-Chairs

Group information

Includes names of Chair/Co-Chairs, Vice-
Chairs, Deputy Chairs, Red List Authory
Coordinators, Program Officers, Species
Survival Directors, and Species Survival
Officers, their institutional affiliations,
number of members and social networks
currently active.

Logo of the group

Mission statement
Includes the mission of the group.

Projected impact for the 2021-2025
quadrennium

Includes the description of the impact on
species conservation resulting from the
implementation of the targets formulated by
the group for the 2021-2025 quadrennium.

Targets for the 2021-2025 quadrennium
Includes the targets planned by the SSC or
CSS group for the 2021-2025 quadrennium
ordered alphabetically by component of the
Species Conservation Cycle. Each target is
labeled with a numerical code (e.g., T-001,
T-012) that identifies it in the SSC DATA
database and its status for the reported
year is indicated (Not initiated, On track

or Achieved).

Activities and results

Includes the targets for which activities
were conducted and results that were gen-
erated during 2024 (full year) and 2025
(first quarter), ordered alphabetically, first

by component of the Species Conservation
Cycle, and second by Activity Category.
Description of activities and results includes
the indicator that best describes progress,
its associated quantitative or qualitative
result, and the narrative description of the
activity conducted or result obtained. Each
activity or result reported is linked to the Key
Species Result to which it is mainly associ-
ated (e.g., KSR#1, KSR#5).

Acknowledgements

Includes the acknowledgements to funding
agencies, partners, and persons who con-
tributed to the progress of the targets of
the group.

Summary of achievements

Summarises information of the group’s stra-
tegic plan for the quadrennium and progress
achieved implementing targets for all the
components of the Species Conservation
Cycle during the reported year.
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Mission statement

The mission of our Group is to foster the
conservation of orthopteroid insects, i.e.
grasshoppers, katydids, crickets, mantids
and stick insects, and their habitats around
the world. We assess their conservation
status, raise awareness, and engage in
practical conservation of this amazing and
highly diverse group of insects.

Projected impact 2021-2025
Improving the status of threatened
Orthoptera by implementing conservation
action based upon sound knowledge,
Red List assessments and conservation
planning.

Targets 2021-2025

ASSESS

T-002 Complete Red List assessments of
200 Tanzanian Orthoptera species.
Status: Not initiated

T-003 Complete Red List Assessments of
80 Mediterranean mantises.

Status: No longer a priority

T-004 Complete Red List assessments of

Razor-Backed Bush-Hoppers (Xyronotidae).
Status: On track

SOCIAL MEDIA AND WEBSITES

Facebook: IUCN SSC Grasshopper Specialist Group

RED LIST AUTHORITY
COORDINATOR

Baudewijn Odé
Stichting Floron,
Amsterdam, The
Netherlands

NUMBER OF MEMBERS
130

T-005 Complete Red List assessments of
Tanoceridae Grasshoppers.
Status: On track

T-006 Complete Red List assessments of
100 Malagasy Grasshoppers.
Status: On track

T-007 Complete Sampled Red List Index for
Orthoptera.
Status: On track

T-008 Develop monitoring standards for
Orthoptera in Europe.
Status: Achieved

T-009 Complete Red List assessments of
Socotran Endemic Orthoptera.
Status: Achieved

T-010 Complete Red List assessments
of Dichoroplini Grasshoppers from South
America.

Status: On track

T-011 Complete Red List assessments
of grasshoppers from the Western Ghats
(India).

Status: On track

T-016 Complete Red List assessments of
Orthoptera species from Pakistan.
Status: On track

T-017 Complete Red List assessments of
North American mantises.

Status: On track

T-019 Complete Red List assessments of
Anatolian Saga species.
Status: On track

T-020 Examine the effects of land use
changes in dry karst regions on threatened
Orthoptera.

Status: Achieved

T-021 Examine the effects of wildfires
on the Madeiran Green Bush-cricket
(Psalmatophanes barretoi).

Status: Achieved

T-022 Examine the effects of wildfires on
Australian Orthoptera.
Status: Achieved

T-023 Complete Red List assessments of
Cameroon endemic Orthoptera species.
Status: On track

T-030 Complete Red List assessments of
Viethamese Mantodea.
Status: On track

T-047 Complete Red List assessments of
Iranian Mantodea.

Status: On track

T-048 Complete National Red List of
Albanian Orthoptera.

Status: On track

T-052 Complete Greek National Red List of
Orthoptera.

Status: Achieved


https://www.facebook.com/groups/IUCN.GSG

The Common Mountain Grasshopper (Podisma pedestris)
is declining in many parts of Europe
Photo: Axel Hochkirch

PLAN

T-018 Develop a conservation strategy for
Bei-Bienko’s Plump Bush-cricket (Isophya
beybienkoi) in Slovakia.

Status: Achieved

T-025 Update the conservation strategy
for Crau Plain Grasshopper (Prionotropis
rhodanica).

Status: Achieved

ACT

T-012 Implement the conservation action
plan for Adriatic Marbled Bush-cricket
(Zeuneriana marmorata) in Italy.

Status: Achieved

T-013 Implement the conservation action
plan for Adriatic Marbled Bush-cricket (Z.
marmorata) in Slovenia.

Status: Achieved

T-014 Conduct population moni-

toring for the Atlantic Beach-cricket
(Pseudomogoplistes vicentae) in the British
Isles.

Status: Achieved

T-024 Implement guidelines for the pro-
tection of the Giant-cricket (Brachytrupes
megacephalus).

Status: On track

T-026 Implement the conservation strategy

for Crau Plain Grasshopper (P. rhodanica).
Status: Achieved

T-027 Translocate the Common Field-
cricket (Gryllus campestris) in Cologne.
Status: Achieved

T-028 Develop and implement habitat man-
agement for the Common Saw Bush-cricket
(Barbitistes serricauda).

Status: On track

T-032 Implement the conservation strategy
for the Cika Mountain Grasshopper
(Peripodisma ceraunii).

Status: Achieved

T-038 Submission for legal protection

of Mt. Buffalo Skyhopper (Kosciuscola
restrictus) on the Environment Protection
and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBCA).
Status: On track

T-039 Implement conservation measures
for the Albanian Saddle Bush-cricket
(Uromenus dyrrhachiacus).

Status: On track

T-044 Implement habitat management for

rare Orthoptera species in the Slovak Karst.

Status: Achieved

T-045 Conservation breeding of Psophus
stridulus.

Status: Achieved

T-051 Reintroduction of the Rattle
Grasshopper in Horsvik Nature Reserve
(Sweden).

Status: On track

NETWORK

T-001 Organise the Third European
Congress on Orthoptera Conservation.
Status: Achieved

T-033 Hold virtual meetings of the
Grasshopper Specialist Group.
Status: Achieved

T-034 Expand the membership of the Group
by adding more phasmid experts.
Status: Achieved

T-036 Organise a symposium on
Prionotropis conservation.
Status: Achieved

T-040 Expanding membership in Asia.
Status: Achieved

T-041 Organise a 2" Symposium on stone
grasshopper conservation.
Status: Achieved

T-042 Conduct a summer school on
Orthoptera taxonomy and conservation in
Greece.

Status: Achieved

T-043 Organise the Orthoptera
Conservation Symposium at the 14"
International Congress on Orthopterology.
Status: Achieved

T-046 Expand membership of the

Grasshopper SG in Africa.
Status: Achieved



T-049 Organise the Fourth European
Congress on Orthoptera Conservation.
Status: Achieved

COMMUNICATE

T-015 Performance of the Locust Opera at
the WCC in Marseille.

Status: No longer a priority

T-029 Publish the next volume of the
Newshopper.

Status: On track

T-050 Create a video on the conservation of
the Epirus Dancing Grasshopper.

Status: Achieved

Activities and results 2024-2025

ASSESS
Red List

T-004 Complete Red List assessments of
Razor-Backed Bush-Hoppers (Xyronotidae).
(KSR 6)

Number of new global Red List assess-
ments completed: O

Result description: During the fourth
European Congress on Orthoptera
Conservation in Rovereto, Italy, Ricardo
Marifo-Pérez presented a talk on the status
of the Xyronotidae and Tanaoceridae and
networked with different members of the
European Orthoptera Community regarding
the Red List Assessments. They offered :
their help and insight, and we are in com- Zoumolampris bradleyi, a flightless grasshopper species
munication with them in relation to the endemic to the Central American lowland rainforests
required information for the assessments. Photo: Axel Hochkirch

T-005 Complete Red List assessments of
Tanoceridae Grasshoppers. (KSR 6)

Number of new global Red List assess-
ments completed: O

Result description: Recent fieldwork has
been conducted, and a molecular analysis
was carried out in order to properly define
the species and genera boundaries.

T-006 Complete Red List assessments of
100 Malagasy Grasshoppers. (KSR 6)
Number of new global Red List assess-
ments completed: O

Result description: A few pre-assessments
of Malagasy grasshoppers have been



started, but this process has stopped due
to lack of capacity and lack of data on some
species.

T-008 Develop monitoring standards for
Orthoptera in Europe. (KSR 6)

Number of technical documents provided to
support Red List assessments/reassess-
ments: 1

Result description: It is proposed to do
visual and acoustic transect monitoring.
Tim Gardiner has published a paperona
suitable monitoring method for Orthoptera:

Gardiner T, and Casey, D. (2024).
‘Topographic heterogeneity influences
diversity and abundance of Orthoptera in
a rewilding scheme’. Journal of Orthoptera
Research 33(2): 255-266.

T-011 Complete Red List assessments
of grasshoppers from the Western Ghats
(India). (KSR 6)

Number of new global Red List assess-
ments completed: O

Result description: The Red List assess-
ments of Indian grasshoppers have been
reviewed and revised, so that they will likely
be submitted in 2025. Dhaneesh Bhaskar
has secured a Rufford Small Grant for the
conservation of semi-amphibious grass-
hopper species.

T-016 Complete Red List assessments of
Orthoptera species from Pakistan. (KSR 6)

Number of new global Red List assess-
ments completed: O

Result description: The assessment of
Orthoptera from Pakistan has been funded
by an IUCN SSC Red List grant. Ahmed Ali
Samejo has completed two expeditions
to Sindh province, Pakistan. He has docu-
mented the extent of occurrence (EOO), the
area of occupancy (AOO) and the threats to
nine species. More expeditions are planned
for 2025 to obtain better data on the popu-
lation status of grasshoppers.

[SSC Grant awarded]

T-017 Complete Red List assessments of
North American mantises. (KSR 6)
Number of new global Red List assess-
ments completed: O

Result description: The assessments of
North American Mantodea are almost
complete. The reviewing will start in 2025.

T-023 Complete Red List assessments of
Cameroon endemic Orthoptera species.
(KSR 6)

Number of new global Red List assess-
ments completed: O

Result description: Charly Oumarou Ngoute
and Alain Simeu Noutchom have raised
small grants by the Mohamed bin Zayed
Species Conservation Fund to work on the
conservation of Parapterotiltus bamboutos
and Macroscirtus kekeunoui.

T-030 Complete Red List assessments of
Viethamese Mantodea. (KSR 6)

Number of new global Red List assess-
ments completed: O

Result description: While the assessments
of Viethamese Mantodea are a priority, as
the fauna is probably highly threatened,
there are a great many problems asso-
ciated with the assessments. There is a
huge lack of basic information on almost all
species, so that many species will probably
be assessed as Data Deficient.

T-047 Complete Red List assessments of
Iranian Mantodea. (KSR 6)

Number of global Red List reassessments
completed: O

Result description: The assessments of
Iranian Mantodea have been continued.
A few more species have recently been
described and will be included in the
assessments.

T-048 Complete National Red List of
Albanian Orthoptera. (KSR 6)

Number of national Red List reassess-
ments published: 40

Result description: A total of 50 species
have been assessed for the Albanian
National Red List of Orthoptera.

T-052 Complete Greek National Red List of
Orthoptera. (KSR 6)

Number of new national Red List assess-
ments published: 112

Result description: A total of 60 assess-
ments of Greek endemic Orthoptera has
been completed in 2024.

PLAN
Planning

T-018 Developing a conservation strategy
for I. beybienkoi in Slovakia. (KSR 8)

Number of species conservation plans/
strategies developed: O

Result description: A new funding oppor-
tunity for implementing the action plan
for I. beybienkoi has recently been found.
These are encouraging news for the
implementation.

ACT
Conservation actions

T-012 Implement the conservation action
plan for Adriatic Marbled Bush-cricket
(Z. marmorata) in Italy. (KSR 10)

Number of species with increased or pre-
vented decrease in population or range
size, as a result of conservation actions: O

Result description: The translocated popu-
lation of the Adriatic Marbled Bush-cricket
has further expanded. Further transloca-
tions are now being planned, particularly to
the Venice lagoon.

Number of conservation translocations
conducted: O

Result description: In 2024, the per-
sistence of the new population of the
Adriatic Marbled Bush-cricket has been
confirmed. This new population appears
healthy since there are many males singing
during the summer and the presence on the
translocation site is larger compared to the
beginning.

T-012 Implement the conservation action
plan for Adriatic Marbled Bush-cricket (Z.
marmorata) in Italy. (KSR 11)

Number of threatened species benefited
directly or indirectly by sustainable use
programs: 1

Result description: Sustainable use of
wetland areas is now being promoted to
benefit the species.


https://jor.pensoft.net/article/119897/
https://jor.pensoft.net/article/119897/
https://jor.pensoft.net/article/119897/

T-013 Implement the conservation action
plan for Adriatic Marbled Bush-cricket (Z.
marmorata) in Slovenia. (KSR 10)

Number of areas under management for the
species or group of species: 15

Result description: The park has bought
more meadows in the distribution area

of the Adriatic Marbled Bush-cricket and

is managing more parcels every year.
Therefore, the situation for the species has
improved.

T-014 Conduct population monitoring for
the Atlantic Beach-cricket (P. vicentae) in
the British Isles. (KSR 10)

Number of monitoring years: 1

Result description: Surveys and monitoring
work for the Atlantic Beach-cricket pop-
ulations in England in 2024 was funded

by Natural England’s Species Recovery
Programme, as part of a Threatened
Invertebrates project with Buglife. Twenty
new shingle beaches with suitable habitat
features in the South-West of the country
(Dorset, Devon and Cornwall) were surveyed
for un-recorded populations, using sets of 10
baited pitfall traps left overnight. In addition,
sampling of the monitoring points at
Branscombe beach, which have been used
over the last decade, was repeated in early
September 2024. This involves placing 34
baited pitfall traps in the same locations as
in previous years. There was a need to repeat
the previous survey (August 2023) because
there had once again been a severe storm
event, in autumn 2023, comparable to the
2013/14 storm event, which removed a sig-
nificant portion of the shingle habitat. No P.
vicentae were found in the 20 potential new
locations, which suggests that the species
may not be under-recorded. The mean
number of individuals per pitfall trap (adults
and nymphs combined) at the Branscombe
site in September 2024 was 1.6. This was
much lower than in August 2023 (mean 6.1
per trap), despite near identical and perfect
weather conditions, and was lower than in
previous years, apart from shortly after the
2013/14 storm surge. This suggests that
severe storms may have a negative impact
on the abundance of this species, although
it may be premature to be certain that other
factors are not involved.

T-024 Implement guidelines for the protec-
tion of the Giant-cricket (B. megacephalus).
(KSR 10)

Number of technical documents provided to
support conservation actions: 1

Result description: Guidelines for the con-
servation of the Giant-cricket have been
written and will be published in 2025.

Number of threatened species benefiting
from in situ conservation action: O

Result description: A key challenge in the
conservation of the Giant-cricket is the

lack of consistent/updated management
documentation. While documentation for
sites in Malta was easily available through
the relevant management agency, available
documentation for sites in Italy was often
partial and, in some cases, additional
documentation had to be sought from
other sources. Furthermore, in the case of
both Malta and Italy, management plans
for several sites are somewhat dated —in
some cases, issued up to 16 years ago
—and may consequently not adequately
reflect current species status, threats, or
management priorities. The completion of
conservation guidelines will help to improve
the habitat management for the species.

T-026 Implement the conservation strategy
for Crau Plain Grasshopper (P. rhodanica).
(KSR 10)

Number of conservation translocations
conducted: 1

Result description: A translocation project
to a former habitat of the species has

been carried out by CEN-PACA in 2024.

The success will be monitored in the fol-
lowing years. In March 2025, an expert
workshop has been carried out by our
partner CEN-PACA to discuss the future pri-
orities of the management of the Crau Plain
Grasshopper after the LIFE project.

Number of areas under management for the
species or group of species: 1

Result description: Grasshopper friendly
management has continued to be carried
out on the Peau de Meau site.

T-028 Develop and implement habitat man-
agement for the Common Saw Bush-cricket
(B. serricauda). (KSR 10)

Number of areas under management for the
species or group of species: 2

Result description: In 2024, habitat res-
toration was initiated at another site to
benefit the species. Meanwhile, in 2025,
habitat restoration measures were done at
three sites.

Number of species with increased or pre-
vented decrease in population or range
size, as a result of conservation actions: O

Result description: The long-term popula-
tion trend on the management sites has to
be monitored to evaluate the success of
this project.

Number of technical documents provided to
support conservation actions: O

Result description: Guidelines for the man-
agement of species-rich oak forests are
currently under development and will be
completed in 2025.

T-039 Implement conservation measures
for the Albanian Saddle Bush-cricket (U. dyr-
rhachiacus). (KSR 10)

Number of threatened species benefiting
from ex situ conservation action: O

Result description: So far, it was not
possible to find local actors supporting the
conservation project. As the area is close
to the Durres city and the seaside, it could
be quickly destroyed at any time for future
touristic, urban, terminal port, or industrial
expansion projects.

T-045 Conservation breeding of P. stridulus.
(KSR 10)

Number of threatened species benefiting
from ex situ conservation action: O

Result description: Due to the success

of the ex situ breeding, more than 500
individuals of the rattle Grasshopper were
released at a reintroduction site (Horsvik
Nature Reserve) in Sweden.

T-051 Reintroduction of the Rattle
Grasshopper in Horsvik Nature Reserve
(Sweden). (KSR 10)

Number of conservation translocations
conducted: 1

Result description: Last season (2024)
Nordens Ark released 214 (122 males and
92 females) adult Rattle Grasshopper in
Horsvik nature reserve. This is on the same
site in which 293 Rattle Grasshoppers (149
males and 144 females) were release in
2023. This year the project hopes to see
the first offspring from the releases made
in 2023. If the ex situ breeding continues to
be successful the releases will continue to
be made but on a different site.

Technical advice

T-028 Develop and implement habitat man-
agement for the Common Saw Bush-cricket
(B. serricauda). (KSR 10)

Number of technical consultations provided
to support conservation actions: 1

Result description: Conversations have
been started with several forest depart-
ments to promote sustainable forestry.

T-028 Develop and implement habitat man-
agement for the Common Saw Bush-cricket
(B. serricauda). (KSR 11)

Number of sustainable use practices sup-
ported: 3

Result description: Sustainable forestry

has been supported in three different
forests.



Copiocera specularis, a rainforest grasshopper
from Central America
Photo: Axel Hochkirch

NETWORK

Synergy

T-049 Organise the Orthoptera
Conservation Symposium at the 14th

International Congress on Orthopterology.
(KSR 3)

Congress held: 1

Result description: The Fourth European
Congress on Orthoptera Conservation

took place on July 4-6, 2024, in Rovereto,
Italy. The event was organised by Filippo
Maria Buzzetti and took place in the Museo
Civido de Rovereto. A total of 35 oral pre-
sentations and 15 posters were presented,
including for example information on the
new Austrian Red List of Orthoptera, mon-
itoring of the Common Saw Bush-cricket,
grassland management for Orthoptera
conservation, impact of climate change

on Orthoptera, identification of ecolog-

ical corridors for the Common Predatory
Bush-cricket (Saga pedo), extinction risk

of Greek sky island grasshoppers, passive
acoustic monitoring, and management of
alien mantises. The congress was followed
by a one-day excursion to Viote del Monte
Bondone, where the attendees were able to
spot many Orthoptera species in the wild.

COMMUNICATE
Communication

T-050 Organise the Orthoptera Conservation
Symposium at the 14th International
Congress on Orthopterology. (KSR 13)

Number of communication products using
innovative tools: 1

Result description: Vassiliki Kati and her
group have created a video to highlight the
status of the Epirus Dancing Grasshopper
and its threats.
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Summary of achievements
Total number of targets 2021-2025: 47

Geographic regions: 6 Global, 4 Africa, 5
America, 7 Asia, 26 Europe, 2 Oceania

Actions during 2024-2025:

12 (KSR 6)

1 (KSR 8)

17 (KSR 10, 11)
1 (KSR 3)
Communicate: 1 (KSR 13)

Overall achievement 2021-2025:
1(2%)

2(

4%)  19(39%) 27(55%)

Assess:
Plan:
Act:
Network:

M No longer
a priority

Not initiated [l Ontrack [l Achieved


https://fb.watch/ro38KfGqer/

Black Rhino (Diceros bicornis)
Photo: Save The Rhino Trust Namibia
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Marsh Cinquefoil
(Comarum palustre)
Photo: Magnus Goransson

Suweon Treefrog
(Dryophytes suweonenis)
Photo: Amael Borzee
Azores Nursery Spider
(Pisaura acoreesins)
Photo: Paulo A.V. Borges

Phallus aureolatus
Photo: Juliano Baltazar

Black and White Snapper
(Macolor niger)
Photo: David B. Snyder

Eurasian Griffon (Gyps fulvus)
Photo: Andre Botha



