IUCN Food and Agricultural Systems at UN CBD COP16 - Cali

Insights from the Resumed Session, Rome, February 2025

IUCN brought a wealth of experience to the UN CBD (Biodiversity) COP16 held in Cali,
Colombia from 21 October to 1 November 2024. However, negotiations over-ran and the
Cali event was brought to a close without many key decisions being concluded. The
Resumed Session held in Rome from 25" to 28" February 2025 picked up the baton and
has been described as a “pivotal moment in in global efforts to address biodiversity
loss”.

IUCN welcomes the Rome decisions on the monitoring framework; the mechanism for
planning, monitoring, reporting and review; the resource mobilisation strategy; and the
financial mechanism, including its recognition of the benefits of funding smallholder
farmers directly.

Here, we review the [IUCN Food and Agricultural Systems team’s events in Cali which
helped build the foundations for the positive results achieved in the Rome session.

Agriculture - an ally to nature

IUCN’s Food and Agricultural Systems Team went to Cali in 2024 emphasising that
agriculture should be seen as an ally to nature and not a threat. We launched the
flagship IUCN “Agriculture and Conservation” report in Cali to underline this. We also
outlined the biodiversity benefits from true inclusivity for Indigenous Peoples and Local
Communities, including family farmers.

We re-emphasised these aspects before the Rome sessions.



Resource mobilisation and financial mechanisms result

Increased involvement of smallholder farmers, Indigenous Peoples and Local
Communities is a central plank of the decisions on finance made in Rome. The COP
requires the Global Environment Facility to “further promote support for IPLCs, ensure
that reports to the COP include data related to IPLCs, and ensure the effective
engagement of IPLCs, women, and youth in decision making.”

At Cali Benefit Sharing — which unlocks a major source of biodiversity finance —was
successfully concluded. Digital Sequence Information was an important result.
Biodiversity rich countries have long provided access to genetic information that results
in profits for corporations but do not get the benefits associated with that information.
COP16 adopted a decision to establish the "Cali Fund", where qualifying companies
who make revenue out of the use of DSI, will be required to contribute to this fund which
will be used to advance conservation action including supporting the work of Indigenous
People & Local Communities. The establishment of the Cali Fund, compensating
countries for the use of their genetic information, will be essential to ensure that
proceeds benefit the IPs and LCs who steward global biodiversity.

Cooperation with other conventions and international organisations: result

Integrating agricultural landscapes and efforts for transitioning to sustainable food and
agricultural systems into the implementation of the three Rio Conventions offers a
strategic opportunity to enhance cross-Convention collaboration and operational
synergies, particularly by acknowledging the importance of cultural and production
landscapes in National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAPs), Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs), and Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) targets.

Linking these efforts with other Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs), such as
the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands and the International Treaty on Plant Genetic
Resources for Food and Agriculture, can enhance policy coherence, reduce
duplication, and optimise resource mobilisation. A harmonised approach will enable
governments and stakeholders to maximise impact and drive transformative change in
global food and agriculture systems.

Result: The final COP decision paper recognizes the importance of enhancing
cooperation and synergies among all relevant conventions, organizations, and initiatives
for achieving global biodiversity objectives,

IUCN FAS Events at COP16 Cali : laying the foundations for change

At the heart of IUCN’s Theory of Change [LINK] for food and agricultural systems lie 4
catalytic roles, the levers we pull to bring about change. These are multistakeholder
convening & networking; policy and advocacy work; developing and disseminating
knowledge, science & data; and mobilising resources for action. All of these were in
play in the sessions we organised at CBD CoP16 in Cali,



25" October 2024: /UCN Flagship Report “Agriculture and Conservation”: presentation
and discussion.

Led by report co-author Juha Siikamaki, this event launched the report to the CBD
audience, including a new “Key Takeaways” summary.
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Download the report here:
https://iucn.org/resources/publication/agriculture-and-conservation

25" October 2024: Harnessing agroecology, agrobiodiversity and family farming to
transform food systems and halt biodiversity loss

IUCN supported the CGIAR COP16 session “Harnessing Agroecology, Agrobiodiversity
and Family Farming To Transform Food Systems And Halt Biodiversity Loss” which
highlighted the role of IP&LCs and supported the moves to include them centrally in
COP16 decision making.

Watch the session here:
https://www.youtube.com/live/h6XbnCEzuwM?si=EMyykz9PH1t2z7rgn



https://iucn.org/resources/publication/agriculture-and-conservation
https://www.youtube.com/live/h6XbnCEzuwM?si=EMyykz9PHt2z7rgn

29*" October 2024: “Common Ground” Film Screening & Indigenous & Farmer Group
discussion.

IUCN promoted screenings of the “Common Ground” film in the IUCN and CGIAR
Pavilions, and a showing of its predecessor “Kiss the Ground”. The screenings were
followed by a panel discussion with indigenous and family farmers, contributing to the
positive context around inclusivity for IP&LCs in the COP16 processes.

INVITATION: COMMON GROUND FILM SCREENING, FARMERS
AND INDIGENOUS PEOPLES DIALOGUE AND COCKTAIL RECEPTION

Join us in the IUCN Pavilion for a screening
of the critically acclaimed Common Ground
movie followed by a dialogue with
indigenous peoples and farmers.

What are the challenges they face in scaling
regenerative practices? What support do they
need to overcome these obstacles?

The sequel to Kiss the Ground, the film shows us the
interconnectedness of agriculture, biodiversity, and
climate resilience, learning how regenerative practices
contribute to a more sustainable future.

Date: October 29, 2024 | Time: 17.45 - 20.30 (coT)
Location: IUCN Pavillon at COP16

See the discussion here:
https://www.youtube.com/live/IQv9846xFdw?si=hOUH8D2hJQa36Wijj&t=29

The road to COP17

Although the Rome Resumed Session built strongly on the foundations of what was
achieved in Cali, there is much to be done on the path to COP17 in 2026 in Yerevan,
Armenia. The IP&LC representative body — the “Subsidiary Body on Article 8(j) and
Related Provisions” is now formed, putting into action the improvements in IP&LC
influence which we saw in Cali and Rome. Countries will continue to update their NDCs
and NBSAPs, including agricultural considerations in the NDC/NBSAP structures.

Last year’s triple COPs - climate, biodiversity and desertification — led to a more
widespread understanding of the interconnected nature of these global challenges, an
effect seen most markedly in food and agriculture which both contributes to and
mitigates the effects of climate change, biodiversity loss and soil degradation. The new
co-operative framework established between the COPs will continue to build this
interconnectedness as future events plan their route to impact.


https://www.youtube.com/live/IQv9846xFdw?si=h0UH8D2hJQa36Wjj&t=29

