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The lack of regulatory frameworks governing the sustainable use of
wild species and also the animal welfare and human health implica-
tions of some forms of wild species use, particularly prominent in the
case of wild animals, since the outbreak of COVID-19.
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Policy and legislation improvements

REASONS FOR SUCCESS

The 5DSAF succeeds by offering a
comprehensive, user-friendly tool
for assessing wild species use.
Integrating ecological, social, eco-
nomic, welfare, and health dimen-
sions, it fills critical gaps in tradi-
tional frameworks. Its adaptability
generates actionable insights and
aligns with global biodiversity
goals, empowering stakeholders
to make informed, impactful con-
servation decisions.
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The Five-Dimensional Sustainability Assessment Framework (6DSAF) is

a collaborative initiative by IUCN SULI, IIED, TRAFFIC, Endangered Wildlife
Trust, and EPIC Biodiversity. It addresses the complexity of assessing
sustainability in wild species use by integrating five key dimensions:
ecological, social, economic, animal welfare, and human health. This
comprehensive framework aligns wild species use with global biodiversity
targets, including the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework
and SDG 15. Traditional sustainability frameworks often overlook welfare
and health, but the 5DSAF fills this gap with a holistic, user-friendly tool for
conservation practitioners, policymakers, and the private sector.

The framework is built on 35 principles —seven per dimension —and 28
cross-cutting indicators for robust evaluation. Its accessible Excel-based
scoring tool guides users through principles and indicators, rating each
from 0 (no alignment) to 3 (best practice). The resulting radar chart high-
lights strengths and weaknesses across the five dimensions, helping users
prioritise improvements. The framework’s flexibility enables application
from small enterprises, such as crocodile farms and medicinal plant
harvesting, to broader programs like national wild meat industries. Users
can perform self-assessments or organise participatory workshops,
ensuring context-specific and inclusive evaluations.

The 5DSAF has gained traction through alignment with international
standards, including CITES, IPBES, and the IUCN Red List. Pilot applications
revealed actionable insights, such as identifying economic sustainability
gaps and enhancing governance to meet global best practices. Its inno-
vative inclusion of animal welfare and human health has been especially
relevant since the COVID-19 pandemic, ensuring wild species use is both
sustainable and safe. This enhances confidence in wildlife-based econo-
mies’ long-term viability.

The ultimate goal is to evolve the 5DSAF from a self-assessment framework
into an independently audited standard. As adoption expands, generated
data will inform global biodiversity conservation and sustainable use.
Planned updates include sector-specific guidance and improved integra-
tion with other sustainability assessment tools.

The 56DSAF is a tool that has the potential to significantly enhance the
sustainability of wild species use. It provides the guidance needed to
bridge sustainability science and practical application. By addressing
ecological, social, economic, welfare, and health dimensions collectively,
it empowers stakeholders to ensure wild species use supports biodiversity
while promoting human and animal well-being—setting a new standard for
sustainability in the 21st century. Now it is time for practitioners to apply
this tool and ensure they are meeting the best sustainability standards
possible. ® NIKLONG
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Vulnerable Northern River Shark,
(Glyphis garricki)
Photo: Grant Johnson

Interviews about human wildlife
interactions with local inhabitants

Photo: Kiran Thapa Magar

Vicuha management by Cooperativa
Agroganadera de Santa Catalinaand Comunidad
Aborigen Atu Shapi de Morritos. Story photo credits

Santa Catalina, Jujuy Province, Argentina

Li Chair Dilys R ting the 5D
Photo: Yanina Arzamendia SULi Chair Dilys Roe presenting the 5

Framework at CBD CoP 16in Cali, Colombia
Photo: Nik Long

SULi Programme Officer Nik Long presenting
the 5DSAF atthe IUCN Regional Forum

in Bangkok

Photo: Nik Long

Cacti from genera Copiapoaand Eriosyce
confiscated in Italy and repatriated to Chile in 2021
Photo: Andrea Cattabriga

Community songbird monitoring and
protection, Indonesia
Photo: Asian Songbird Trade SG archives
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