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THREAT ADDRESSED 

The Javan Banteng, a Critically Endangered species, 
faces threats including illegal poaching, habitat loss, 
and competition with livestock. The remaining pop-
ulations, found in four National Parks across Java, 
are isolated from each other, putting them at risk of 
genetic drift, thus reducing the population’s ability 
to adapt to changing environments.
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TARGET 

Achieving secure and stable 
populations of Banteng, Anoa and 
Babirusa; making progress in this 
quadrennium towards ex situ tar-
gets in Indonesia of 100, 75, 100, 
respectively. (T-019)

SUCCESS LEVEL 

Partially successful

Population increase in the last four years



REASONS FOR SUCCESS 

Collaboration, government align-
ment, and global partnerships 
underpin this project’s success.  
By uniting in situ and ex situ ex-
perts worldwide, we move closer 
to achieving stable Banteng pop-
ulations. Progress in monitoring, 
genetic sampling, and breeding 
recommendations demonstrates 
our ability to collaborate effective-
ly and implement ambitious,  
diverse conservation approaches.

Success story:

Success category: 
Increase  

in population  
viability

The Javan Banteng (Bos javanicus javanicus) is a wild cattle subspecies native 

to Java, Indonesia. Its IUCN Red List status recently shifted from Endangered 

to Critically Endangered due to hunting, habitat loss, and agricultural encroach-

ment. The species inhabits tropical forests and grasslands, now limited to four 

Javan National Parks: Alas Purwo, Baluran, Meru Betiri, and Ujung Kulon.

The Javan Banteng is one of four species included in the Action Indonesia 

Global Species Management Plans (GSMPs). These plans unite zoos, govern-

ments, and conservation organisations from different regions to achieve 

globally agreed ex situ and in situ conservation goals. The One Plan Approach 

combines the skills, resources, and expertise of zoos and in situ practitioners 

to secure stable Banteng populations in Java. The GSMPs are coordinated by 

the Indonesian Zoo and Aquarium Association (PKBSI) and the IUCN SSC Asian 

Wild Cattle Specialist Group.

The Indonesian Ministry of Forestry, PKBSI and the GSMP partnership devel-

oped a plan to manage Banteng as a metapopulation across four national 

parks. The long-term goal is to manage Banteng in Java as a single population, 

enabling translocation between sub-populations to maintain genetic quality. 

To achieve this, population and genetic data for each subpopulation are needed 

to inform policy. The GSMP supports the parks in collecting comparable infor-

mation on Banteng to improve understanding of genetic diversity, population 

trends, and habitat use. A key project aim is to deliver a new Javan Banteng 

management plan, including a Population Viability Analysis (PVA) workshop 

led by KKH in 2026, strengthening conservation and addressing key threats.

It is also a key aim of the Banteng GSMP to establish healthy ex situ backup 

populations that can supplement wild groups or support future reintroductions. 

This is especially important for Indonesian zoos, as they hold several founder 

animals whose genetics are potentially underrepresented. Since 2016, GSMP 

population management experts have worked with studbook keepers and zoos 

to develop cooperative breeding and transfer recommendations for Banteng 

in Indonesia. The goal is to reach 100 animals in Indonesian zoos through 

carefully managed breeding plans to keep the population demographically and 

genetically healthy. The Banteng population now stands at 84 animals and has 

grown over the last four years thanks to this project’s success. This long-term 

programme aims to reach the target population within Indonesian zoos in the 

coming years.   n    AMY HUMPHREYS 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

https://www.asianwildcattle.org/uploads/1/2/1/8/121825577/progress_of_the_action_indonesia_
gsmps_2016-2020.pdf ; https://www.actionindonesiagsmp.org/post/newsletter-11; 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1El35lsSaQEahI5H7dlJIGfsQn7208ku4/view?usp=drive_link; https://
drive.google.com/file/d/1EkVbVURrt8-YPHoVkK5YLoX36F5Wnp3m/view?usp=drive_link



Story photo credits

Successful birth of a Javan banteng calf at 
Ragunan Zoo following breeding programme 
recommendations 
Photo: Ragunan Zoo

Biopsy sampling training Taman Nasional  
alas Purwo 
Photo: Taman Nasional alas Purwo

 

Vulnerable Northern River Shark,  
(Glyphis garricki) 

Photo: Grant Johnson

Cacti from genera Copiapoa and Eriosyce  
confiscated in Italy and repatriated to Chile in 2021 
Photo: Andrea Cattabriga

Interviews about human wildlife 
interactions with local inhabitants 
Photo: Kiran Thapa Magar

 
Vicuña management by Cooperativa 

Agroganadera de Santa Catalina and Comunidad 
Aborigen Atu Shapi de Morritos.  

Santa Catalina, Jujuy Province, Argentina  
Photo: Yanina Arzamendia

Community songbird monitoring and  
protection, Indonesia 

Photo: Asian Songbird Trade SG archives


