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Guided by its resolutions and recommendations, including resolution 8.128 on “Global 

conservation strategy for the high seas based on area-based management tools, 

including marine protected areas” IUCN’s primary objective at Prep Com 3 is to 

contribute to an early  effective, fair and equitable implementation framework that 

ensures the conservation and sustainable use of marine biodiversity beyond national 

jurisdiction. 

 

For international policy integration and coherence, IUCN encourages State Parties to 

consider how decision-making within the BBNJ Agreement aligns with, enhances and 

does not undermine commitments made and ambition raised in other multilateral fora, 

including the Convention on Biological Diversity, the International Seabed Authority, the 

UN Framework Convention on Climate Change and the World Heritage Convention as 

well as outcomes from ocean-related meetings such as the 3rd UN Ocean Conference. 

 

IUCN’s engagement aims to support and inform the early operationalisation of the BBNJ 

Agreement, with particular attention to setting up well-designed and functioning 

subsidiary bodies, including:  

• Ensuring that the Scientific and Technical Body (STB) is fully operationalised, with 

particular attention being given to geographical representativeness and capacity 

to deliver, and safeguards included to ensure transparency and scientific and 

technical independence.  

• The early development and operationalisation of a robust Clearing House 

Mechanism (CHM) adhering to the FAIR and CARE principles.  

• The adoption of a robust decision on cooperation with IFBs and make substantive 

progress on the Co-chairs' draft decision, as well as the Terms of Reference and 

the Rules of Procedures of the subsidiary bodies, including the Scientific and 

Technical Body to enable swift adoption of decisions at COP1. 
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https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/52778
https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/52778
https://www.go-fair.org/fair-principles/
https://www.gida-global.org/care


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

IUCN calls for member states to continue exchanging in good faith to start laying the 

foundation for rapid, effective, and equitable implementation of the BBNJ Agreement, 

with the core principles of transparency, collaboration, inclusivity, practicality 

and futureproofing. At Prep Com III, IUCN supports and welcomes constructive 

engagement and decisions in relation to the key elements discussed, including: 

Area-based Management Tools 

IUCN urges States to use the Prep Com period to lay the groundwork for effective, 

ambitious, and science-based implementation of the Agreement’s area-based 

management tools and environmental impact assessment provisions. Key 

messages from an expert workshop convened by IUCN on the cooperation with 

and among IFBs in the context of the ABMT Chapter of the Agreement are 

available here IUCN Area Based Management Tools - Summary Report 

 

Environmental Impact Assessments 

IUCN stresses that the operationalization of the EIA part of the BBNJ Agreement 

is directly linked to a well-functioning Clearing House mechanism. It notices that 

several provisions related to EIA became effective with the entry into force of the 

agreement. Amongst them, notices of activities covered in Part IV of the 

Agreement should be able to be posted to the Clearing House Mechanism. To 

learn more about EIA under the BBNJ, please consult this dedicated IUCN brief.  

Marine Genetic Resources 

IUCN reiterates the need for a flexible, inclusive, equitable approach to benefit-

sharing from marine genetic resources. Hence both Parties and Users should be 

able to submit MGR-related notifications to the Clearinghouse Mechanism (CHM) 

under Article 12 of the BBNJ Agreement. Enabling two options for CHM 

notifications will optimize both efficiency and transparency of the notification 

system; and promote equity by lowering participation barriers; as well as build on 

existing scientific practices and technical infrastructure. 
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https://iucn.org/resources/file/iucn-area-based-management-tools-summary-report
https://iucn.org/resources/policy-brief/entry-force-early-implementation-environmental-impact-assessments-under-bbnj


 

Capacity building 

IUCN emphasises that early, well-resourced, and coordinated capacity-building 

and finance mechanisms are essential to ensure global readiness for 

implementation. IUCN is engaged in several initiatives in this regard, including: 

• Technical Assistance Facility under the EU Global Ocean Programme 

(Component 1) 

• Secretariat of the BBNJ High Ambition Coalition 

• Living High Seas, funded by the German government under the International 

Climate Initiative (IKI) 

Finance 

Key considerations for negotiators at PrepCom3 include governance, access, 

accountability, and delivery mechanisms. The provision shall ensure that the 

commitment to provide adequate, accessible, new and additional, and predictable 

financial resources is translated into practical outcomes at COP1 and beyond. 

The design of the finance mechanism as well as the ultimate scale and operational 

effectiveness of the Special Fund will be key to enhanced capacity-sharing.  

Regarding financial considerations, IUCN developed a policy primer for the BBNJ 

Agreement Finance Mechanism available here.  
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You can find a full overview of IUCN’s resources and related news at the dedicated 

webpage: https://iucn.org/events/external-event/iucn-bbnj-prepcom3  

https://iucn.org/our-work/oceans-and-coasts/enhancing-capacities-high-seas-conservation
https://iucn.org/our-work/oceans-and-coasts/enhancing-capacities-high-seas-conservation
https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/ocean/international-ocean-governance/bbnj-high-ambition-coalition_en
https://livinghighseas.org/
https://www.international-climate-initiative.com/en/
https://www.international-climate-initiative.com/en/
https://iucn.org/resources/information-brief/operationalising-bbnj-financial-mechanism-role-special-fund
https://iucn.org/events/external-event/iucn-bbnj-prepcom3

