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Innovation inspired by nature
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- Nature-based solutions for more sustainable & resilient communities -

INNOVATING LIKE NATURE

The best strategy to innovate in harmony with nature

Leen Gorissen
06.11.2017



“You cannot solve the problems of today with the
same consciousness that created them”
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Beyond the ‘symptoms’

Respond
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(re-)Design






The fundamental unit of biology is not the self

but the network
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According to recent estimates, there are 9 trillion
more non-human cells than human cells in our
body
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WHAT NATURE
BR[O URSELVES




Some ancient socleties have been around for
hundreds of millions of years



g gene




They do more than survive: they thrive




Because innovation i1s geared towards the continuous
|mprovemen of the environment




NATIONAL nature.com
GEOGRAPHIC

Artic foxes upgrade their environment
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While there are many examples
of competition & predation




Prevailing relationships are cooperative




Snuggle for survival
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Looking at nature footage increase feelings of joy,

wonder, awe and curiosity while reducing feelings of
tiredness, anxiety and stress




Systemic Innovation

EVENTS Respond
What is

happening?

PATTERNS Develop

What trends have there
been over time?

STRUCTURES (re-)Design

What influences the patterns?
How are the parts interrelated?

MENTAL MODELS Transform

What assumptions, beliefs and values keep
the system in place?
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“ILLUSION

OF SEPARATION
between HUMANS and NATURE




Shift our co//ective CONSCIoOUSNEeSS
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Evolving from being a pioneer species into a mature species
and inhabit the Earth as if we intend to stay here.




DESIGN

DEGENERATIVE
1O REGENERATIVE




Beyond sustainability: from zero to positive impact
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i “sustainable” ?



Develop regenerative cultures
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Shift from technical to living systems design
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Take people outside & bring nature inside
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HARNESS THE
POWER OF




Growing our collaboration, co-creation and

relationship building skills
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Most promising fields of
systemic & regenerative innovation approaches

DESIGNING
REGENERATIVE CULTURES
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BIOPHILIC CITIES

Handbook =
= of Biophilic
City Planning
&.Design%
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“Provocative, and could well provide one vistie answer 10 the
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DAVID PETER 5TROH Now a two-hour public television special on
WILEY The Nature of Things with David Suzuki

Innovation Inspired
by Nature




Transition initiatives all over the world
are reconnecting humans to nature




Citizens are pioneering restorative food production
systems by facilitat\ing/in‘sj‘_:_gd'of controlling nature
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Businesses are changing the logic of value creation
and get ‘Return On Reputation’

BPY TacTiles are TacTiles are the
" perfect fit for our
our answer. modular flooring

Interface cut their carbon emissions by 98% by innovating like nature. They
are now building a ‘Factory Like A Forest’.



Architects are designing circular eco-systems
by bringing solutions together in symbiotic clusters
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The Mobius Project co-locates and integrates food production, energy
generation and water treatment processes in synergistic cycles.



We share the same purpose with the rest of life:
to create the next generation and ensure its success




The role of R&D is not to triumph over or control nature
It iIs about becoming a life-friendly part of nature




How can policy support this transition
to create conditions conducive to life?
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| think the biggest Ty
innovations of the (, &k
21st century will be\_
at the intersection
of biology and
technology. A new |
erais beginning.

- Steve Jobs -



Llearn more?¢
www.studiotransitio.com

studiotransitio@gmail.com A N S ‘ TI O

twitter: @L_gori  |nnovation inspired by nature
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