[image: ][image: ][image: Macintosh HD:Users:sabyadutta:Library:Containers:com.apple.mail:Data:Library:Mail Downloads:2E0E057C-5BB9-4644-BB75-6E0B29500C7A:General2.jpg][image: C:\Users\Samsung\Desktop\Asian Confluence_River Festival\Picture1.png]                                                                                                                          

	




[bookmark: _GoBack]MEKONG BRAHMAPUTRA MEGHNA CONVERSATIONS:
Water governance and regional cooperation 
 05 October 2018, Bangkok, Thailand
(Venue: Park Room, President Park Hotel, 95, 370 Sukhumvit Soi 24, Bangkok 10110)

Background:
IUCN BRIDGE Programme in partnership with the Asian Confluence, India and Heinrich Böll Foundation India is facilitating a one day learning exchange workshop between the stakeholders from the Mekong and the Brahmaputra- Meghna (BM) basins on 5 Oct 2018.     

The specific objectives of the workshop are: A) discuss legal and institutional framework for water cooperation in the Mekong and BM region; B) learn from the regional planning processes and knowledge elements in the Mekong region with particular focus on the Mekong River Commission (MRC) Council studies on the Sustainable Management and Development of the Mekong river; C)  discuss civil society engagement in  water governance; D) identify avenues for cooperation between the Mekong and BM basins.   

Participants: 1) CSOs working in the Mekong and Brahmaputra- Meghna basins; 2) Water experts from MRC, NMC and the government of Meghalaya, India; 3) Academic sector representatives from Bangladesh and India. 

The outcome of learning exchange workshop will be used to develop recommendations for operationalizing cooperation between the Mekong and the Brahmaputra-Meghna basins. 

Tentative Agenda
	Friday, 05 October 2018 

	Time 
	Sessions 

	8:30 – 09:00 
	Registration

	Session 1: Introductions and the objectives of the workshop 

	09:00– 09:20
	Participants Welcome and Setting the Agenda of the Workshop
Mr Raphaël Glémet, Senior Programme Officer, Water and Wetlands (IUCN) 
Mr Sabya Dutta, Executive Director, Asian Confluence;
Ms Sadia Sohail, Programme Coordinator (Resource Governance), Heinrich Böll Foundation (India) 

	09:20– 09:40  
	Participants introductions 

	09.40- 10:00
	BRIDGE in the Mekong and the BM basins: approaches and activities  
Mr Vishwaranjan Sinha, Programme Officer, Water and Wetlands, IUCN

	10:00 - 10:20
	Group photo and coffee break 

	Session 2: Shared water governance: Legal and institutional aspects

	10:20– 13:00

	Screening of the Movie – ‘Transboundary water governance in the Mekong’ (7 minutes)
Presentations (max 10 minutes): 
· Mekong River Agreement and the MRCS (Ms Chamaporn Paiboonvorachat, Planning Division, MRCS)
· Legal framework and the status of cooperation in the Brahmaputra-Meghna basin (Dr A. K. Enamul Haque, Professor, East West University,  Dhaka, Bangladesh)
· River Basin Management in Meghalaya, India (Ms. Rose Christine Mawlot Khasyntiew,	 Institute of Natural Resource Management, Meghalaya Basin Development Authority, India)
· Perspective for CSOs community water governance activities 
· Mr Youk Senglong, Deputy Executive Director, Fisheries Action Coalition Team (FACT) and Coordinator at Tonle Sap Lake Waterkeeper
· Ms Veena Vidyadharan, Fellow, CUTS International
· Reflections from the field visits in Cambodia and Thailand, Prithviraj Nath, Senior Fellow, Asian Confluence
Plenary Discussions (20 Minutes) 

	13:00 - 14:00  
	Lunch Break

	Session 3: Planning and joint development in a shared river basin 

	14:00– 15:00 
	Presentations: 
· Mekong River Commission: the council studies and gender mainstreaming strategy (Ms Chamaporn Paiboonvorachat, Agriculture and Irrigation Specialist, MRC) (20 minutes)
· National Mekong Committees:  role and activities (Mr. Nguyen Dinh Dat, Senior Official,  Viet Nam National Mekong Committee) (10 minutes)
· Promoting inclusion in water governance planning and decision making process in the Mekong (Mr Gary Lee, Policy Adviser, Oxfam Water Governance Programme (10 minutes)
Plenary  Discussions (20 Minutes)  

	15:00– 15:15
	Coffee Break  

	Session 4: Strategies and actions to operationalize cooperation between the Mekong and the BM region

	15:15– 16:15 
	Breakaway Session: Participants will be divided into thematic/regional groups to deliberate on the emerging themes for collaboration between the two regions and identify action points. 

	16:15– 16:45 
	Presentation on the outcomes of the group work and Q&A Sessions. This will comprise of 5 minutes of presentation followed by Q&A/discussions for each group

	16:45– 17:00
	Participants feedback and workshop wrap-up

	18:30– 20:00
	Networking dinner at Nadimos Restaurant (5 minutes from hotel)
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