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SITE DETAILS 

What is the name and location of the ‘potential OECM’?

• Name: Bahiret El Bibane Wetland of International Importance
• Location:  SE Tunisia
• Governance authority: Tunisian Government: Ministry of the 

Environment and Sustainable Development; Ministry of 
Agriculture, Hydraulic Resources and Fishing; & Ministry of 
Equipment, Housing and Spatial Planning
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Criterion A: NOT A PROTECTED AREA

WORKSHOP ON OTHER EFFECTIVE AREA-BASED CONSERVATION MEASURES IN NORTH 
AFRICA AND EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN. Tunis, 10 and 11 February 2020

Is the area recognized as a protected area? 

• Unclear:

 Ramsar sites are not included in the Tunisian law on PAs. 
 El Bibane is included in the Ramsar List of Wetlands of International Importance 

since 2007. 
 It is also considered a WII (international designation) in the Protected Planet 

website. 
 However, it is also reported as a “Designated” Wetland of National Importance 

since 1948 to the WDPA. 



with the support of:

Criterion B: Governance and Management
B1. GEOGRAPHICALLY DEFINED 

What are the area’s boundaries, or 
How will you ascertain the area’s boundaries? 

• Geographically defined 
boundaries reported to the 
Ramsar Secretariat and the 
WDPA; Zoned + 500m radius 
perimeter in the MP
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Who are the governance authorities? Are they government, private or 
Indigenous peoples/local communities? 

• The Tunisian Government at different administrative scales through the: 1)
Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development; 2) Ministry of Agriculture,
Hydraulic Resources and Fishing; & 3) Ministry of Equipment, Housing and Spatial
Planning.

• Managing authorities include the Coastal Protection and Planning Agency (APAL),
and the Directorate General of Fisheries and Aquaculture, the Médenine
Governorate, the concerned municipalities and rural councils.

Do they have rights to govern the area, or are the governance, land
and/or natural resource rights contested?
• Yes. Contestation?

Is the area equitably managed? Are any rightful governance authorities 
being marginalized? 
• Yes? Rural councils are participatory structures that represent local populations’ 

interests. 
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Criterion B: Governance and Management
B2. GOVERNED
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What are the management objectives? 
• Conservation and wise use of Bahiret el Bibane wetland and related waterfowl (Ramsar 

Convention)
• A management plan for fisheries and an integrated management plan* are being 

developed
• *Sustainability of the wetland: fishing, biodiversity conservation, local participation in 

management,  coastal development & visitation (Man. Plan Phase 2 APAL)

How are the management objectives contributing to the conservation 
of biodiversity?
• TBA?
• Theoretically, the lagoon is actively managed: Designated management authority 

(Ministry), coastal authority (Coastal Protection Agency, APAL), and fishing authority 
(Directorate General for Fishing and Agriculture), but lack of enforcement was implied 
in (INSTM-FAO, 2017).

• Monitoring information on fisheries (1962-2016: Declining). 
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Criterion B: Governance and Management
B3. MANAGED
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How will you assess the biodiversity values of the area? 

• TBA?

What kinds of biodiversity values does the area have? 

• 60 fish species, Pinna nobilis (CR), Pinna rudis (NE). IBA TN044: 32 bird 
species, including Numenius tenuirostris (CR).
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Criterion C: Effective and sustained conservation
C1. BIODIVERSITY VALUES
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How are internal threats addressed? How are external threats 
addressed?
• A number of threats have been identified in recent studies: fish overexploitation;

illegal, unreported and fishing, invasive species (blue crab: Portunus segnis); 
extreme climate events; low regulation compliance. 

Is the management regime intended to sustained over the long-
term, or subject to change? 
• TBA? Ramsar sites are intended at long-term. 
• Validity of management plans under preparation still unknown. 
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Criterion C: Effective and sustained conservation
C2,3,4. Effective Conservation
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Is the area large enough on its own, or as part of an established 
and integrated conservation network, to conserve biodiversity in-
situ over the long term?

• 39,266 ha.

Is the management regime in place year-round, or on another 
basis?  

• TBA? Planned active management seems not to exist yet. Fishing MP and 
Sustainable MP under preparation. 

Criterion C: Effective and sustained conservation
C2,3,4. Effective Conservation
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Is the biodiversity outcome being monitored? 
• Monitoring information on fisheries (1962-2016: Declining). 
• Biodiversity monitoring info compiled from 2007-2014 for the Descriptive Ramsar 

Profile (birds). 
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Criterion C: Effective and sustained conservation
C2,3,4. Effective Conservation
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Are there any associated ecosystem functions and services? 

• Fish biomass.
• Other? The ascidean species Ecteinascidia turbinata was collected for 

pharmacological uses in the early 2000s.

Are there any spiritual, socio-economic or other values 
associated with the area? 

• Agriculture, farming, tourism. 
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Criterion D: Effective and sustained conservation
D1. Associated Functions
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Thank you

davidrr@uma.es
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PART B

CONSENT
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CONSENT TO BECOME A CANDIDATE 
OECM

If the area meets the criteria of a ‘potential OECM’, how will you 
engage with the legitimate governance authority/ies to discuss 
OECMs and whether they would like to be involved in an 
assessment of their area? 

TO BE DISCUSSED IN THE WORKING GROUPS
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