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Lijst bedreigd Werelderfgoed natuur uitgebreid

Twee natuurgebieden op de lijst voor Werelderfgoed zijn zo sterk bedreigd dat de Verenigde
Naties (VN) de reservaten op de List of World Heritage in Danger hebben geplaatst. De VN
volgt daarmee het advies van IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature). Het
gaat om het natuurreservaat Rio Platano in Honduras en het Tropical Rainforest Heritage op
Sumatra, Indonesié.

De regering van Honduras heeft verzocht het reservaat - het grootste beschermde gebied
van het Midden-Amerikaanse land - op de lijst te zetten. Het reservaat, dat bestaat uit bos,
mangrove, savanne en kustlagunes, wordt ernstig bedreigd door een geplande dam in de
Patuca-rivier en door illegale visserij, houtkap en stroperij.

Het Tropical Rainforest Heritage op Sumatra wordt bedreigd door landbouw en de aanleg
van wegen. In het gebied van 2,5 miljoen hectare leeft de bedreigde orang-oetang en meer
dan 200 andere soorten zoogdieren. Vanwege de aantasting van het gebied wedijvert IUCN
al sinds 2005 voor een plaats op de List of World Heritage in Danger.

Twee andere gebieden zijn ondanks het advies van IUCN niet opgenomen op de List of
World Heritage in Danger. Dit zijn de Russische Maagdelijke Wouden van Komi en Machu
Picchu in Peru.

Noot voor de redactie:
Bijgaand vindt u het Engelstalige persbericht van het hoofdkantoor van IUCN. Op
www.iucn.org/worldheritage staan achtergrondinformatie.

For immediate release

World Heritage in danger: two natural sites
added

Paris, France, 22 June, 2011 (IUCN) - The Rio Platano Biosphere Reserve in Honduras and the Tropical
Rainforest Heritage of Sumatra in Indonesia have been added to the List of World Heritage in Danger,
following the advice of IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature).

The Rio Platano Biosphere Reserve, the biggest protected area in Honduras, has been inscribed today on
the Danger List at the request of the government of Honduras. Its largely intact forests, mangroves, coastal
lagoons and savannahs have been put at risk due to lack of law enforcement. lllegal settlement by squatters,
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illegal commercial fishing, illegal logging, poaching and a proposed dam construction on the Patuca river,
have all led IUCN to recommend the site to be added to the Danger List.

“We fully support Honduras’ positive move to request Rio Platano to be included in the List of World Heritage
in Danger and signal the need for increased international support to protect the natural wealth of this site,
where over 2,000 indigenous people continue their traditional way of living, directly dependant on natural
resources,” says Mariam Kenza Ali, IUCN World Heritage Conservation  Officer.

The Tropical Rainforest Heritage of Sumatra in Indonesia has also been added to the Danger List. IUCN has
consistently recommended the site to be included on the Danger list since 2004, the year of its inscription on
the World Heritage List. Four UNESCO/IUCN monitoring missions in the last five years have led to the
conclusion that the site needs an emergency restoration plan. Road construction and agricultural
encroachment are among the major threats of this area.

“Including the exceptional Sumatran rainforests on the Danger list today signals a message of international
concern to support this site,” says Peter Shadie, IUCN’s senior adviser on World Herit age. “The
Committee has taken this important decision after several years of debate, and we now need to ensure that it
leads to real action on the ground to tackle long standing threats.”

The Virgin Komi Forests, Russia’s first natural site added to the World Heritage List, was not added to the
Danger List, despite IUCN'’s recommendation. The approval of a gold mine inside the site and national level
boundary changes, which led to the loss of legal protection for these areas, are both clear criteria for a site to
be declared ‘in danger’, according to IUCN.

“World Heritage Sites have been recognised as no-go areas for mining, both by IUCN, UNESCO and
business leaders,” says Tim Badman, Director of IUCN’s World Heritage Programme.  “We consider
inclusion on the Danger List was fully warranted, and we consider urgent remedial action is needed for the
Virgin Komi Forests to resolve the critical threat to its Outstanding Universal Value.”

The Historic Sanctuary of Machu Picchu, the world’s most renowned icon of the Inca civilization, was also
not added to the Danger List, despite threats such as lack of adequate governance, future construction of a
road, impacts of the growth of numbers of visitors and lack of preventive measures against natural
disasters.

“This is a missed opportunity to send a message of international support for Machu Picchu,” says Badman .
“We should remember that the Danger List is not a black mark for countries, but a way of drawing attention
and providing support to the sites that need it the most.”

About IUCN’s work on World Heritage

Each year IUCN, the independent advisory body on nature to UNESCO, reports to the World Heritage Centre on the
conservation status of certain natural and mixed World Heritage sites under threat. IUCN’s assessments on what is
happening in World Heritage sites are derived from a variety of sources: IUCN members, indigenous peoples groups,
the scientific community, experts from IUCN commissions and concerned individuals and organizations.
www.iucn.org Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

Notes to Editors:

List of natural sites inscribed on the Danger List in 2011
Tropical Rainforest Heritage of Sumatra-Indonesia

Rio Platano Biosphere Reserve-Honduras

Natural sites already on the Danger List

Rainforests of the Atsinanana — Madagascar

Everglades National Park - USA

Pitons Management Area - St Lucia

Manovo-Gounda St Floris National Park - Central African Republic
Comoé National Park - Cote d'lvoire

Mount Nimba Strict Nature Reserve - Cote d'lvoire/ Guinée
Virunga National Park — DRC

Kahuzi-Biega National Park — DRC

Garamba National Park — DRC

0. Salonga National Park — DRC
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11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Okapi Wildlife Reserve — DRC

Simien National Park — Ethiopia

Air and Ténéré Natural Reserves — Niger
Niokolo-Koba National Park — Senegal
Belize Barrier Reef Reserve System — Belize
Los Katios National Park - Colombia



