Christopher (Krzysztof) KOMORNICKI

[image: image1.jpg]



The Klodzko Valley Community heartily recommends Christopher (Krzysztof) KOMORNICKI.

Since 1976 he has lived in a small mountain village called Wojtowice in Eastern Sudety – a massif that goes along Polish-Czech border. He was a sheep farmer, a journalist, a Farmers` Union activist and Member of Parliament during 1989 – 1991. 

Since 1989 he has been busy with – what we call – “building civic society”. He founded a couple of non-profit non-governmental organizations: “Point of View” Association – first NGO registered in our region after the Parliament had voted Law on Associations and “Mountain Elected People” – nation-wide association promoting the idea of “mountain sustainable development”.

In the programme of these organizations women and her role in local development, women and sustainability of mountain regions get and have always got an essential place. Some of Komornicki’s initiatives along the years have been: “Mountain Woman – pioneer in the Wild West?”, “10 women – village-heads staying in one hut…” (Project aiming at the creation of a network of women that work at a local level), “You give me a healthy breast and I will promise you a healthy prostate” (free mammography tests plus trainings for more than 1100 women coming from small mountain villages), “Sudety – back to the future?” (3 projects financed by DG Education and Culture, Panos Institute and Robert Bosch Foundation – over 150 interviews-fleuves with elderly women, Sudety original inhabitants on God, history, old customs, fauna and flora, natural disasters, etc), among others.

He is considered in the region as father of a great project: ”Giovanni Polacchi Tra i Monti della Valle” that enabled during last 4 years more than 100 girls – students in regional professional schools to accomplish 100-day trainings in the best Aosta Valley hotels and restaurants. These trainings were preceded by 10-day schooling about “mountains – the most precious natural heritage of human kind”, biodiversity and renewal of disappearing varieties of mountain fruit, herbs and grass.

In January 2008 Christopher Komornicki has been appointed by FAO authorities a “senior adviser” to a TCP/FAO project which will be implemented in the mountain region of Manisa, near Izmir in Turkey. The main item of the project is “mountain agriculture as a tool and mean to maintain biodiversity” and during his first mission to Manisa Ch. Komornicki  started convincing his hosts about the importance of getting involved local women in the implementation of the project.

All this taken into account entitles us to nominate Christopher Komornicki as “THE MALE WARRIOR” supporting women’s empowerment in environmental conservation.

Monika Wielichowska – MP, former President of Klodzko County

Renata Surma – Mayor of Bystrzyca Klodzka

Dorota Komornicka – President of the Snow Mountain CF

Henryka Szczepanowska – Society of Bystrzyca Friends

Barbara Kisielow – Association of Parliementarians of Mountain Areas

Marta Geringer – Polish Association of Psychotherapy

Zdzislawa Stanczyk – Director of Socio-Therapeutic Centre in Krosnowice

Judyta Fiedin – Advisor to Mayor of Dzierzoniow

Danuta Bernacka – Tatry Mountains Association
