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• Commission on Education and 

Communication (CEC) global volunteer 

network, more than 700 members

• Driving change for the co-creation of 

sustainable solutions through strategic 

communication, learning and knowledge 

management in IUCN and the wider 

conservation community.
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• The Opportunity: making biodiversity science 

relevant to the public, Frits Hesselink

• The New message: Branding Biodiversity for the 

public and policy makers, Laurie Bennett

• In Practice: Driving action globally (IYB), David 

Ainsworth

• Working with the CEC: Bringing campaigns to 

life, Florence Clap

• Plenary questions to panel and closing remarks
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The Opportunity: 

making biodiversity science 

relevant to the public
CEC side event on CEPA

Frits Hesselink

Nagoya, 20 October 2010
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The Conservation challenge

• Biodiversity is the basis of our life, economy….

• Unprecedent loss of species and ecosystems….

• Urgency for real action by politicians, business and the 
public….

• Too much noise of other messages….

• Financial crisis and Climate Change get all the attention….

• Private sector, politicians don‟t see the economic value….

• We need more research……
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The communication challenge

• Focus on written media and scientific content

• Messaging: “Here are our findings, read it and believe
it!” 

• Resistance against „spin‟ & contempt for lighthearted
fun of communication

• No attention for the role of communication in transition
and change processes

• Scientists want to control every detail of messaging in 
a campaign, even against the advice of advertizers or
marketeers
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We don‟t need more research, we 

need better PR!
• Facts only speak for themselves when you talk to your peers

or students

• Scientists do not realize that they have to make their case to 
non-scientists

• Only a few non-scientists have an interest in biodiversity, the 
overwhelming majority not

• PhD is not a guarantee for credibility: people only belief 
someone they know or someone they like

• Majority of people only take in „substance „ after you arouse
them in „heart-guts-loins‟
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Recent findings of APA research

• Uncertainty reduces frequency of green behavior

• People don‟t believe risk messages of scientists

• People don‟t believe their actions really matter

• People believe changes can be made later

• Habits are extremely resistant against change
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How to better inform the public?

• Arouse interest by touching people

• Words have literal meanings and associative 

connotations

• Don‟t try to be complete, be simple and personal

• Use compelling stories that illustrate substance

• Use senders with „appeal‟ 

• PR, style, presentation do really matter
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3 Recommendations for CBD

1. CAPACITY: Make a substantial investment –
comparable with that in BD research - in building CEPA 
capacity among Parties

2. INTEGRATION:  Integrate communication expertise 
and capacity in BD research, conservation and policy 
initiatives right from the inception phase

3. TRUST: After a briefing on the science, give the final 
say to communication experts to plan communication 
strategies, formulate biodiversity messages and carry 
out campaigns.



Branding Biodiversity
Laurie Bennett

CEC Side Event

Nagoya 2010





http://www.greenpeace.org.uk/index.cfm






I resent the creation of a world in which 
beauty is a reminder of what we’re 
losing, rather than a celebration of what 
we’ve got.

- Ben Elton





Banksy save or delete

Save or delete?
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laurie@futerra.co.uk
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Worldwide Celebrations More than 1000 events in 147 

countries, and counting...
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Japan
France
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Canada Belgium

http://www.facebook.com/album.php?profile=1&id=115453998485149
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European Union
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From Egypt to Saudi Arabia…
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Algeria, Cameroon, 

Ghana and Ivory Coast
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Cambodia, Indonesia, 

the Philippines and 

Thailand
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Websites
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www.facebook.com/iyb2010
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377 Official Partners have organised more than 1000 IYB activities

http://www.twentyten.net//Default.aspx
http://www.biodiversity.ru/
http://www.business-and-biodiversity.de/
http://www.bgci.org/
http://www.bionet-intl.org/
http://www.cissa.co.in/
http://www.fundacion-biodiversidad.es/
http://www.conservation.org/
http://www.cites.org/
http://www.gtz.de/en/themen/875.htm
http://www.ecologistasenaccion.org/spip.php?article16257
http://www.eaza.net/
http://www.fauna-flora.org/
http://data.gbif.org/
http://www.globalnature.org/
http://science.howstuffworks.com/green-science-channel.htm
http://www.iepf.org/programmes/programme.php?id=45
http://www.icriforum.org/
http://www.ifap.org/
http://www.legambiente.eu/
http://www.regjeringen.no/en/dep/ud/selected-topics/development_cooperation.html?id=1159
http://www.mnhn.fr/
http://www.np-thayatal.at/
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/nature-online/biodiversity/international-year-biodiversity/index.html
http://www.nabu.de/en/index.html
http://www.naturgruppe-salix.ch/english
http://www.nkis.info/
http://www.francophonie.org/actions/energie   /international-year-biodiversity/index.html
http://www.kew.org/
http://www.teebweb.org/
http://www.undp.org/equatorinitiative/index.htm
http://www.bmz.de/en/issues/Environment
http://www.felixrodriguezdelafuente.com/
http://www.icran.org/action-csi.html
http://www.ethicalbiotrade.org/
http://www.underwaterworld.com.sg/conservation.htm
http://portal.unesco.org/science/en/ev.php-URL_ID=4794&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://www.unccd.int/
http://www.unfccc.int/
http://www.unu.edu/
http://wcs.org/
http://www.world-tourism.org/
http://www.maximsnews.com/
http://www.naturalsciences.be/
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Biodiversity is life

Biodiversity is our life

IYB logo has been translated into:

Malay

Basque

Calatan

Croatian

Dutch

German

Greek

Hindi

Hungarian

Italian

Japanese

Korean

Maldivian

Maori

Norwegian

Persian

Portuguese

Polish

Romanian

Slovak

Slovene

Swedish

Turkish

Urdu

Traditional Chinese
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For more information on the

International Year of Biodiversity 

IYB2010@cbd.int

www.cbd.int/2010

www.facebook.com/iyb2010
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WORKING WITH THE CEC : 

BRINGING CAMPAIGNS TO LIFE

CEC side event on CEPA

Florence CLAP 

French Committee of IUCN and  CEC member

Nagoya, 20 October 2010
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The IUCN french 

Committee

• unique partnership : 2 ministries + 13 public organisations + 40 NGO +

more 250 voluntary scientists and experts

• unique platform for dialogue and expertise, with local authorities and

private companies.

• 2 main missions : to respond to biodiversity issues in France + to

promote French expertise at international level

• 7 programmes : biodiversity policies, protected areas, species,

ecosystem management, education & communication, overseas, and

international actions.

=> assessments, recommendation, management of projects to

develop new policies, knowledge, for biodiversity.
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Presentation of the 

french CEC

• 40 organization. Presidency and CEC National Activator

ensured by the Nicolas Hulot Fondation.

• undertakes actions to promote education and raise

awareness about biodiversity, in order to enable

behaviours, actions and policies to evolve.

• work of the CEC :

o national, festive event : “la Fête de la Nature” (Festival of nature).

o national action plan specific on CEPA

o IYB =>public appeal and a campaign called: “Biodiversity is my

nature”.
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A French campaign 

to raise awareness 

about the importance of 

biodiversity 

Biodiversity is my nature :   www.LaBiodiversiteCestMaNature.org

http://www.labiodiversitecestmanature.org/
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• Mission of CEC = Tool to meet the challenge lauched by the UN (IYB)

• Objective = strengthen the awareness of the global public on the

importance of preserving biodiversity and the threats facing it.

•Target = global public (private sector and local authorities as well)

=> Campaign developed and animated by the French committee and 5

NGO members of IUCN.

First time that NGO’s allies

to conduct a public awareness campaign on biodiversity.

HOW TO BRING CAMPAIGNS TO LIFE ?
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THE CAMPAIGN TOOLS

2 major inputs :

1. A public appeal for solidarity around

biodiversity

2. A campaign to raise awareness : What’s

your nature? : biodiversity portraits

• Innovative

• Attractive maner

HOW TO BRING CAMPAIGNS TO LIFE ?
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Creation of a website :

1.Sign the appeal on the website

2.Create your own biodiversity portrait

and share it on the Facebook fan page

3. Learn about what is biodiversity => pamphlet

"Each of us can work to his level. Saving

biodiversity requires effort from all of us.”

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 

CAMPAIGN

HOW TO BRING CAMPAIGNS TO LIFE ?
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1. Find strong ambassadors of biodiversity already known 

by the global public, to do their portrait

2. Find media partnership 

3. Strong mobilization on social networks: creating a 

community around the campaign

4. Strong field actions : campaign tailored to local pressing 

festival

5. Strong mobilization skills and networks of partner NGOs

HOW TO BRING CAMPAIGNS TO LIFE ?

HOW  TO BRING THE 

CAMPAING TO LIFE ?
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THANK YOU FOR 

YOUR 

ATTENTION
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Questions, comments?



Commission on Education and Communication (CEC) COP-10 Nagoya-Japan, October  2010

Thank you

For more information on IUCN CEC:

• CEC Booth CEPA Fair

• IUCN Stand

• www.iucn.org/cec

• cec@iucn.org

http://www.iucn.org/cec
mailto:cec@iucn.org

