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Illegal practices in the Bulgarian Natura 2000 

Threats to Natura 2000 



Kaliakra IBA 



№ 2007/4850 – Infringement procedure concerning the reduction  

of the designation area of 6 SPAs (Kaliakra, Rila, Pirin, etc). 

  

- Legal grounds for complaint: Art. 4 (1) of the Habitats Directive 

(designation of sites); 

  

- Scientific facts for complaint: Inventory of the Important Bird Areas in 

Bulgaria (2006) 

  

- Unofficial reasons for the ungrounded reduction of the designation 

area: Economical reasons (ski-resort projects, wind-farm projects); 

  

- Results of the infringement procedure: 5 out of 6 sites are designated,  

  

- Experience: You need top scientific research 



Illegal practices in the Bulgarian Natura 2000 

 

460 investment projects 

22.8% of  the IBA area 

42% of the SPA area 



Illegal practices in the Bulgarian Natura 2000 

 

New development plan adopted without published SEA 

Kaliakra pSCI/SPA 2007  



Strandja pSCI/SAP 

Illegal practices in the Bulgarian Natura 2000 

 

New development plan adopted without published SEA 

Kaliakra pSCI/SPA 2008  



Kaliakra SPA/pSCI –  

damaged priority habitat 62C0 

№ 2008/4260 – Infringement procedure concerning the destruction of 

Kaliakra IBA (Via Pontica) after 1.1.2007 as result of the illegal 

authorization of wind-farm projects before 1.1.2007  

 

•Legal grounds for complaint: Art 4 (4) of the Birds Directive and Art. 6 

(2) of the Habitats Directive (Kaliakra SPA was still not designated when the 

projects were authorized). 

 

•Evidences: Inventory of the Important Bird Areas in Bulgaria (official 

publication 2006), GIS-analysis, EIA documents and building permits for the 

wind-farms and other projects, complaints to the court, etc. 

 

•Reasons for the illegal authorization of wind-farm projects: 

Corruption, non-appliance of assessment of the cumulative effect during the 

EIA procedure, bad-quality of the EIA-reports and decisions. 

 

•Results of the infringement procedure: moratorium on new projects, EU 

requirement for strategic planning and possibility for dismounting; 

 

•Experience: You need lobby in EC and EP, and you need top scientific 

research 





№ 2009/4424 – Infringement procedure on complaint concerning the 

approval of a manipulated SEA of the General Spatial Plan of a seaside-

resort in Strandzha Nature park (SCI/SPA) 

 

•Legal grounds for complaint: Art. 6 (3) of the Habitats Directive; 

 

•Evidences: scientific facts, GIS-analysis, the SEA decision and evidences for 

compromised “public participation procedure”, complaints to the court, etc. 

 

•Reasons for the illegal adoption of the GSP: Corruption on highest levels, 

construction projects; 

 

•Results of the infringement procedure: The SEA decision was withdrawn by 

the new MoE; 

 

•Experience: You need top scientific research to counteract the manipulated 

“scientific facts” in the SEA report, court-cases on national level. 
 



Illegal practices in the Bulgarian Natura 2000 

Irakli pSCI 



Illegal practices in the Bulgarian Natura 2000 

Irakli pSCI 



Illegal practices in the Bulgarian forests 

Ski resort Bansko in Pirin pSCI/SPA 



Illegal practices in the Bulgarian forests 

Semi-legal construction 

 of ski and sea resorts 

 Manipulated EIA Forest exchanges 

Mechanisms 

Skipping EIA 

State property Investors 
A ski run in the Pirin pSCI/SPA 

 (endemic Pinus peuce forests) 



Illegal practices in the Bulgarian Natura 2000 

Dolna bania 



 Manipulated EIA Forest exchanges 

Mechanisms 

Skipping EIA 

№ 2008/4354, 2008/2046, 2009/2301 – Infringement procedure on 

complaint concerning the authorization of construction projects without 

EIA/AA decisions in Pirin National park (SCI/SPA) – ski facilities, Emine-

Irakli SCI/SPA – seaside, Rila National park (SCI/SPA) – ski facilities.  

 

•Legal grounds for complaint: Art. 6 (3) of the Habitats Directive; 

 

•Evidences: Google-Earth and GIS analysis, photos. 

 

•Reasons for the illegal authorization of the projects: Corruption; 

 

•Results of the infringement procedure: small sanctions imposed by the MoE 

on the investors in Pirin and Rila – no real effect; prescription for restoration of 

the forest habitat in Emine-Irakli; 

 

•Experience: in Pirin and Rila the impact of the projects was not significant 

(Art. 6 (3) of the HD), no good scientific facts were available; In Emine-Irakli – 

good evidences – pictures before and after the construction! 



Belite skali SPA 



Kamchia Complex SPA 





Central Balkan IBA 



Chelopechene Fishponds 
SPA 



№ 2008/4461 - Infringement procedure on HORIZONTAL complaint of 

BirdLife concerning the authorization of numerous projects in all SPAs 

without taking into account of the Cumulative impact.  

 

•Legal grounds for complaint: Art. 6 (3) of the Habitats Directive; 

 

•Evidences: GIS-analysis, EIA documents gathered through the Act on Access 

to public information. 

 

•Reasons for the illegal authorization of numerous projects in all SPAs: 

Corruption, non-appliance of assessment of the cumulative effect during the 

EIA procedure, bad-quality of the EIA-reports and decisions. 

 

•Results of the infringement procedure: more projects are subjected to full 

EIA/AA procedure; 

 

•Experience: good GIS-analysis 



A good start for an infringement procedure is the PROTEST ! 

Thank you. 


