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Water pollution and water scarcity are probably
Vietnam’s greatest environmental problems.
They have serious impacts on human health,
economic growth, and freshwater biodiversity.
Here is a paragraph from a forthcoming World
Bank report:

Vietnam is not rich in water: more than
60 percent of water flow comes from
other countries and dry season
shortages now occur in many rivers.
Yet in the short wet season, many
people are killed and enormous
damage infiicted. Pollution continues
to get more severe, while
environmental and social concerns
increase. In the face of the economic
boom, Vietnam has struggled to
implement sustainable approaches,
and when measures are taken, it fails
to enforce its regulatory frameworks.

Problems of water pollution and scarcity have
been recognized for a long time but little
effective action has been taken. Policies have
been developed and decrees have been issued
but very little has changed on the ground.

In developed countries, it was only when NGOs
got involved that government took effective
action on the environment. In the 1970s, many
rivers in the US and Europe were so polluted
that they caught fire. Now you can drink the
water and the fish have returned. International
experience suggests that greater public
participation is required before governments
take the difficult decisions needed to improve
water resources management.

Why are these decisions so difficult? One

CHUOI NGAY XANH. HA NOI
NGAY 25/9/2010

Ong Jake Brunner
T6 chirc Bao ton Thién nhién Quéc té&
tai Viét Nam (IUCN)

O nhiém ngudn nudc va thiéu nudc sach 1a mot
trong nhiing van dé méi truGng dang quan tam
nhat tai Viét Nam. Su' 6 nhiém nay gay ra

khong it tac hai nghiém trong tdi siic khde con
ngudi, su’ phat trién kinh t& va da dang sinh hoc
cla ngudn tai nguyén nudc. Sau day la trich
dan trong ban bao cao sap cong b clia Ngan
hang Thé gidi:

Viét Nam khdng co nhiéu tai nguyén
nudc: hon 60% dong chdy xudt phat
tu cdc quoc gia khdc va hién tuong
thiéu nudc vao mua khé han dang dién
ra tai rét nhiéu con séng. Trong khi do,
mac du mua mua tai Viét Nam khong
dai nhung da géy ra rat nhiéu thiét hai
Vé nguoi va tai san. O nhiém tiép tuc
tré nén nghiém trong trong khi nhiing
lo ngai vé moi truong va x& hoi ngay
cang nhiéu hon. Vdi téc dé phét trién
kinh té chong mat, Viét Nam d& va
dang né luc dé thuc hién cdch tiép can
bén viing thé nhung trong khi chua
thuc hién duoc mot bién phap nao thi
Viéc thuc thi cac khung chinh sach lai
khoéng dat duoc két qua mong doi

O nhiém va thiéu nudc sach tuy khdng phai la
van dé mdi nhung hau nhu chua cé mét giai
phap hiéu qua nao dugc dua ra. Mac du cac
chinh sach va nghi dinh da va dang dugc xay
dung va ban hanh nhung tinh hinh van chua
dugc cai thién nhiéu.

Tai cac nudc phat trién, chi khi ¢ su tham gia
tich cuc clia céc t6 chdrc Phi chinh phu thi Chinh
phi mdi cé nhitng dong thai hiéu qua nham
bao vé mdi trung. Trong nhitng ndm 1970, rat
nhiéu con song tai My va Chau Au bi 6 nhiem
t8i mirc ching cd thé bt Ira. GiS day, ban
tham chi c6 thé udng nudc tir nhitng con séng
dd va cac loai ca da quay lai. Kinh nghiém quéc
t€ cho thay cong ching can tham gia mot cach
tich cuc hon nita trudc khi chinh pha dua ra
nhiing quyét dinh khé khan nham nang cao
cong tac quan ly tai nguyén nudc.

Vi sao nhitng quyét dinh nay lai khé khan? Mot




reason is that they require ministries to give up
some of their power. In Vietnam, ministries are
like little countries that struggle for power and
resources. That makes coordinating and
optimizing water use very hard because, for
example, the ministry responsible for power
generation wants to maximize electricity output
whereas the ministry responsible for irrigation
wants to maximize rice production.

Another reason is that Vietnam is pursuing a
“growth at all costs” development strategy,
which means that we'll grow now and clean up
later. A problem with is approach is that the
environmental damage it causes, in terms of
dirty air and polluted water, hurts the poor
much more than the wealthy. Another
consequence of this approach is that provincial
governments are reluctant to close down
polluting industries because of the impact on
provincial GDP and jobs. That’s what happened
in the Vedan case.

What can local NGOs do to make a difference?
NGOs can work with the media to monitor and
report on water quality. They can interview
people about the impact that dirty water or
water shortages have on their livelihoods. They
can get articles published in the newspapers.
They can encourage TV and radio to report on
dead rivers.

But first of all, I encourage you to learn more
about how water is used in Vietham. The best
place to start is the Water Sector Review, which
was completed in 2008. It is an excellent
source of data and information. You can
download reports in both English and
Vietnamese from
www.vnwatersectorreview.com.

With the support of the Finish Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, IUCN is facilitating a 4-year
project called Mekong Water Dialogues. Our
goal is to increase NGO participation in
discussions and decisions over water resources
management in Vietnam, Thailand, Laos, and
Cambodia. We will use this project to support
your voices and look forward to future
cooperation.

Thank you.

ly do la d€ dua ra nhitng quyét dinh dy, cac co
guan quan ly sé phai tir bd mot s6 dac Igi. O
Viét Nam cac cd quan quan ly phai cd gdng dé
c6 dudgc quyén luc va tai nguyén. Diéu do gay
tré ngai rat I6n cho viéc hgp tac va tbi uu hoa
viéc sr dung nguon nudc. Vi du nhu nganh
dién luc muodn toi da hda lugng dién san xuat
ra trong khi cd quan quan ly néng nghiép lai
mudn téng cudng thuy Igi d€ san xudt gao.

M6t ly do nifa la Viét Nam dang theo dudi chién
lugc “phat trién bang moi gid”. Hay ndi cach
khac la phét trién trudc va gidi quyét hdu qua
sau. Van dé g day la 6 nhiem méi trudng cé tac
dong tdi ngudi ngheo nhiéu hon ngudi giau.
MOt hé qua nira clia van dé nay la chinh quyén
dia phuong ngan ngai khéng mu6n déng cla
cac khu cong nghiép gay 6 nhiem do lo ngai tdi
GDP va viéc lam tai dia phuong. Pay la diéu da
Xay ra trong vu Vedan.

Céc t6 chirc Phi chinh phi 6 thé lam gi dé tao
ra su’ khac biét? Ho c6 thé lam viéc vdi bao gidi
d€ gidm sat va bédo cédo chét lugng ngudn nudc.
Ho cd thé phong van moi ngudi vé tac dong
clia nudc ban hodc su’ khan hiém nudc véi cude
sdng con ngudi. Ho cd thé viét bao, khuyén
khich cac phuang tién thong tin dai ching vao
cudc va dua tin vé nhitng dong song chét.

Nhung trudc hét, téi khuyén khich cac ban tim
hi€éu thém vé thuc trang st dung nguén nudc
tai Viét Nam. Diém khdi dau t6t nhét chinh 1a
Téng quan nganh nudc, ra mat ndm 2008. Day
la mdt ngudn thdng tin quy bau. Ban c¢d thé tai
ban ti€ng anh va tiéng viét tai
www.vnwatersectorreview.com.

V@i su gitp dG ctia B6 Ngoai giao Phan lan,
IUCN dang ti€n hanh mét chuang trinh trong
vong 4 (bén) nam cé tén DA thoai nudc khu
vuc song Mé-kong. Muc tiéu cta ching t6i la
tdng cudng su tham gia clia cac t8 chirc Phi
chinh pha trong viéc thao luan va dua ra quyét
dinh vé quan ly tai nguyén nudc tai Viét Nam,
Thai Lan, Lao, va Cam pu chia. Théng qua
chuong trinh nay chdng t6i hy vong ho trg tiéng
noi cia ban va rat mong dgi hgp tac trong
tuong lai.

Xin cam on.




